WR 115 – Introduction to Writing
Instructor:
April Carothers

Class Info: T/R CRN 254976 1- 2:20 pm CRN 25566 2:30-3:50 pm IA 233
Office:
SSH 215
Office hours: 
Mon/Weds, Noon- 12:50 PM
april.carothers@linnbenton.edu   OR   carotha@linnbenton.edu
Course Texts:
· Models for Writers, Short Essays for Composition, 11th edition, Rosa & Eschholz. BRING TO EVERY CLASS!
Recommended materials:
· Something to write with and something to write on, plus maybe a dedicated journal (BRING EVERY CLASS)
· Handbook (buy used online), maybe a dictionary and thesaurus
· Flash drive for saving work in the computer lab (tip: carry a flash drive on you at all times)

· Two Examination Blue Books for WR115 Final Exam 
Course Description
Introduces college-level critical inquiry in academic reading and writing.  Students critically read, summarize and respond in paragraph format.  Students develop expository essay writing skills, review conventions, and use individual and collaborative writing processes.  PREREQUISITE: Placement by CPT or successful completion of WR95. Note: This course is transferable as an elective, but does not satisfy institutional writing requirements for the degree seeking or transfer student.
WR 115 OUTCOMES  
· Write thoughtful, clear, and focused paragraphs and essays for a variety of purposes.  

· Illustrate critical reading by clearly summarizing, paraphrasing, and directly quoting. 

· Distinguish your ideas from others’ ideas.

· Focus a main point and develop it clearly and logically using examples and illustrations in a well-organized essay. 

· Revise writing using standard college conventions (grammar, syntax, spelling, punctuation). 

ASSESSMENT

· Students will write at least three summary paragraphs and three response paragraphs and two short essays (at least 600 words).  In these writing projects, students will demonstrate mastery of a writing process (pre-writing, shaping, drafting, and revising) and will learn documentation of sources.
· Students will complete in-class writing exercises.  Mastery of grammar conventions and knowledge of documentation of sources will be assessed within the context of the student’s writing.
· Students will pass an exit final exam (holistically graded) worth 30% of the final grade.  In a two-hour testing situation, students critically read a short essay then handwrite a summary and response paragraph.  Instructor’s grades of classroom activities, projects, and assignments will be 70% of the final grade.
Additional Guidelines:
· Word-process (type) final revised paragraphs and essays.

· Turn in rough drafts and peer comments (workshop notes) with polished, revised essay assignments in a folder (if you can’t afford one, tell me—I have spares).
· Do your work on time.  Our class is organized around extensive revision: therefore, your rough drafts and final papers need to be on time. You can always write “not ready for grade” at the top, and I will give you helpful feedback. You can re-do any graded work for more points! 
· Do your own work.  Simply put: Don’t Plagiarize (using someone else’s work as your own without proper in-text citations and documentation). Plagiarism can get you kicked out of college. That’s bad. 
Do Not Panic: 
Email is the best way to contact me other than face to face. I don’t usually check email on weekends. If you are having a problem and received no reply from me before class, we will resolve the problem when you speak to me. Don’t panic! Your email is your record of having tried to contact me. 
WRITING CENTER
5 points extra credit! Even professionals don’t write alone! The writing center is an excellent resource. You may also submit your writing online at lbcc.writingcenteronline.net where you will get a personalized response within 1 – 2 business days. www.linnbenton.edu/go/learning- center/writinghelp
GRADING Your final grade for WR115 (100%) will be composed of your class grade (70% of Final Grade) and WR115 Final Exam (30%). Concerns about me or the class?  Please call Robin Havenick, WR115 Coordinator, English Faculty, 917-4574.
Grading: 


Essays (2 @ 200 pts. each)


        


400

Workshops (2 @ 10 pts. each)


 


20
Credit for in-class work

 




50
Summarizing/Responding (3 @ 20 pts. each)



60
Journal
 (done in class)






30

Attendance & Participation





100
[Final Exam is 30% of overall grade]
Total before Final: 

660
Official Stuff 

Attendance Policy: miss six classes, highest grade possible is a C. Miss more than six, automatic F. This is a workshop class, not a “content” course (like Biology, History, etc.). Part of what you are required to practice is class participation: reading, speaking, AND writing.  Also, material is covered in class that is not in your texts. Plan to attend every class session.  If you know you’ll miss class, send an email or talk to me. Under certain circumstances, up to four absences may be excused. Do your work on time. If you need more information or help, contact me as soon as possible. I want you to be successful, and the best way to do that is for us to work together.
Incompletes: If you have completed approximately 80 percent of the course work by the end of the term but are unable, for reasons that are generally not your fault, to complete the rest, I will grant you an incomplete.

Disability Services: If you have a documented disability, I will help you in any way I can.  Talk to me during the first week of class.  If you think you might have a disability, but you are not sure, contact Disability Services, 917-4789.  Here is a lot more useful information about Disability Services and LBCC's disability policies.

LBCC Non-Discrimination Policy: All are welcome at LBCC, regardless of race, gay, straight, Christian, Muslim, Jewish, male, female, transgendered, married, disabled, a veteran, a non-English speaker, an immigrant, or any number of other categories not listed here. What is more, LBCC sees our differences as a source of strength and an important part of education.

Week One: 
	Parts of an Essay

Rhetorical Mode

Reading 

Work on essay 1: Discourse Community Essay
	Introduction, orientation
The Writing Process

Illustration

What is a writer, Brainstorm topics 


Week Two: 
	Parts of an Essay
Rhetorical Mode

Work on essay 
	Thesis
Narration

Summary/Response 1
Developing your focus


Week Three: 
	Parts of an Essay
Rhetorical Mode

Reading 

Work on essay 1

Work on essay 2: Persuasive Essay
	NO SCHOOL MONDAY

Unity/ coherence
Description

Peer Workshop Weds, Turn in Essay 1 Friday
Brainstorming or some such


Week Four: 
	Parts of an Essay
Rhetorical Mode

Work on essay 2
	Beginnings and Endings
Process Analysis (how to)

Summary/Response 2
Work on intros and conclusions, Outlining


Week Five: 
	Parts of an Essay

Rhetorical Mode

Reading 
Work on essay 2


	Paragraphs, Audience and Purpose
Definition and Division/Classification
Peer workshop Weds: bring 2 typed copies essay 2



Week Six: 
	Conferences: Bring 2 copies of Essay 2
NO CLASS: come to your 15 min. conference
	NOTE: I will put the schedule of conferences appointments on my instructor site
Location: our classroom if possible



Week Seven: 
	Conferences, No class

	


Week Eight: 
	Parts of an Essay

Rhetorical Mode

Reading 
	Transitions and Effective Sentences

Comparison/Contrast
Peer Feedback Weds
Essay 2 Due in Folder Friday


Week Nine: 
	Parts of an Essay


	Cause/Effect, Figurative Language 

Review




Week Ten: 
	Practice for Final 
Time and place for Final: 


	Summary and Response 3 
Monday at NOON and Tuesday at 11:30 AM/ Room TBA


WR 115 Formal Assignment Instructions
General: all formal assignments must be typed, double-spaced, 1”-1.25” margins, 12 point standard font (Times New Roman, Calibri, Arial, Candara). Use MLA style documentation.
Essay 1: Stereotypes Essay:   one outside source (600-1000 words)
Choose a TV show, a movie, a book, or even an album or an ad, and identify any stereotypes you find. Describe the show/book/album first, explaining why it’s important. Then analyze (pick apart) the stereotypes you find. Are these deliberate? Are they cultural? Your conclusion should express your stance after you’ve analyzed the work. Do the stereotypes serve a purpose, do they perpetuate racism or prejudice, are they invisible to us if we don’t look closely? Is this bad? Good? For this essay, your thesis (main point) might wait until the conclusion, or you can give it right away.  
Suggestions: I wrote about stereotypes in the movie the Fifth Element. Two students wrote about their own experiences with stereotypes where they worked. Others wrote about race stereotypes in their favorite TV shows. Yet another wrote about stereotypes in his favorite video game.

Essay 2: Persuasive Essay: one or more outside sources (600-1000 words)
Choose something that is bugging you or that interests you, something important to you. Explain to your reader why this issue matters now. You can take sides or offer a solution or just argue that we should educate ourselves about this issue before making any decisions. 
Suggestions: Current event like refugees in Europe; art criticism like arguing that older music had a quality that new music doesn’t; discussion of causes of obesity in kids. You may take one of your summary responses and build on it or rework your stereotypes essay… or start fresh. 
Summary and Response Assignments (3 total) (these are practice for the final)

Write a summary paragraph of 10-12 sentences. Use signal phrases to clarify that all the ideas and arguments you describe are those of the author of the text you are writing about (example: According to the author, blah blah blah). Do not include your opinion, just summarize the main arguments of the author. Mention the title of the piece and the author’s name at some point, probably sentence one. 
Write a response paragraph of 10-12 sentences. Now is the time to focus on your reaction to the arguments you described. Be sure to connect what you are saying to the text you are responding to. Some ways you might respond: (don’t try to do them ALL!):  
· When I read _____, I think of my own experience… 

· When X says ________ , I don’t agree because… 

· Generally, X makes good points but misses the fact that… 

· When X tells us ________, I immediately think of a very different example… 

· The evidence that X presents for her views could be interpreted differently… 

· I find X’s arguments convincing because… 

WR 115 Student Assignment Log Sheet
Summary/Response Writing

_______
Sum/Resp #1 (50 points possible)

_______
Sum/Resp #2 (50)

_______
Sum/Resp #3 (50) (This is done week 10 as practice for the final exam)

Essay Writing

_______
Essay 1: Stereotypes (100 points possible

_______
Peer Workshop (10 points poss)

_______
Essay 2: Current Concern (100)

_______
Peer Workshop (10)
Journal (check them off when done) (roughly 2 points each)

Week 1____
____

Week 2____
____

Week 3____
____

Week 4____
____

Week 5____
____

Week 7____
____

Week 8____
____

Week 9____
____
REVISIONS (not mandatory—keep track of any extra points you earned)

_______ Essay 1

_______ Essay 2

_______ Any Sum/Responses redone
Extra Credit

_______ Tutoring (get a note/stamp as proof) 5 pts per visit
_______ Extra Summary/Response essay, your choice of text to respond to for up to 10 pts
_______ Extra Essay, at least 400 words, clean copy for up to 10 pts

_______ Grammar exercises, print out or email to me for up to 5 pts per activity (Grammar Bytes or chompchomp.com is a good one)
1

