WR 123 – Research Writing
Instructor:
Matthew Schmidgall
Office:
SSH215

Telephone:
(541) 917-4551
Email:
schmidm@linnbenton.edu
Course Text and required materials:
· The Bedford Researcher, 4th edition, Mike Palmquist
· Research Matters

· Access to a computer and internet

· Ability to print 50 – 100 pages
Text Companion web site: www.bedfordresearcher.com 
Additional Materials Needed:
· A 3-ring binder, 2 inch, or note cards and a filing system.

· Index dividers for the binder that you can label.

· Access to photocopying. You must have a print-out or photocopy of every print source (web or book or article) that you cite in your paper in your final portfolio with the sections you used highlighted. This allows your teacher to confirm that you have quoted, paraphrased or summarized accurately without plagiarizing. No portfolio will be graded without this back-up material.
Note: BACK UP YOUR WORK! Don't keep your only copy on your disk or your only copy on your hard drive. Accidents can and do happen!  An entire quarter's work can be wiped out – and there goes WR 123. 
Welcome to LBCC’s WR 123!   WR123 Research Writing introduces informative and analytical writing supported by research.  You will design a research plan, use primary and secondary sources critically, develop research methods, use proper documentation and develop writing strategies for longer papers.  

Prerequisite:  WR121 English Composition.
This class is designed to meet the needs of highly motivated students who cannot attend regular class meetings. Your syllabus and packet contain the materials you need to successfully complete this class. By reading, and note-taking, researching and thinking your way through a large research project, you will develop the skills you need to successfully write researched papers for your other college classes.

This syllabus and packet provide an overview of the assignments, policies, class schedule and worksheets.  It offers detailed explanations, and yet there is room for you to develop your own project in coordination with your Instructor.  Please review your packet carefully as you begin each week. Other students suggest you’ll experience less frustration if you use your packet as a study guide. If you have any questions that are not answered by this packet, please contact me.

What You Can Expect: By the end of this class you will be able to:

· Know the difference between a topic, an issue question, a research question, and a thesis statement and how to narrow a topic to a workable thesis

· Identify and evaluate sources using library resources, as well as electronic and real world resources

· Know how to avoid plagiarism

· Keep self & source separate and your own voice in control while developing a written argument

· Use quotes, summarization and paraphrases as techniques for representing sources

· Integrate sources using academic paragraph construction technique

· Understand and use a formal citation system (MLA, APA, Chicago, or CSE)
What Your Instructor Expects: As you work through each unit, plan to:

· Read the assigned materials in your text and packet

· Turn in assignments by deadlines as stated in your syllabus and packet

· Conference with your Instructor at least once every two weeks

· Spend about nine hours each week working on your assignments
Prerequisite Skills: 
On entering WR123, you need to have completed WR121 composition successfully and be able to write a sustained essay with a narrowed thesis sentence, with paragraphs developed using a variety of rhetorical modes, and to have had some preliminary experience including sources to back up your main ideas.  You should also have a fairly good sense of the writing process that works best for you and good proofreading skills.  Finally, you will need reasonably good word-processing skills and consistent access to a computer.  

Plagiarism:   

The penalty for plagiarism is at minimum a failing grade for the paper.  You may also fail the class, and your school enrollment may be jeopardized.  Source materials for all assignments must be documented with photocopies of all cited sources, including Internet sources, and turned in with your rough draft.  Essay originality must be documented with a complete paper trail of all notes and major drafts. 

Incompletes:


Incompletes may only be granted if the student has completed two thirds of the class material (a complete and substantial rough draft) with a reasonable expectation that he or she can successfully complete the balance in an agreed-upon amount of time.  Obtain permission for an incomplete directly from your Instructor.

Assignments and Grading:


Conferences (10 points each x 3)




30
 points
Journal: Chap summary/response (10 points x 8) 
 

        80

Midterm Research Portfolio Including:


        100




Research Proposal


Library Visit and Worksheet plus Computer Worksheet
 


Article Summary Assignment





Working Bibliography


Preliminary Outline

Personal Interview and Survey




        40

Note-taking Exercise





        05 

Quoting and paraphrasing Exercise



        05

Documentation Exercise




        10

In-text and End Citations Exercise



        10
Rough Draft and Conference

           

                    100
Final Research Paper and Portfolio     

                    220
TOTAL CLASS POINTS



                    600
If you earn 90-100% of total points (540+), you will earn an A.



80-89% 
= B


 

70-79%  
= C 


 

60-69%  
= D 



Research Paper Minimums:
1. The final research paper will show evidence of paraphrasing, quoting and summarizing and will be balanced between research that you have found and your interpretations of that research.

2. The final research paper must have a minimum of 11-15 pages of text and will also include a formal title page, a formal outline, an abstract, and a Works Cited page.

3. The Works Cited page will need to include a minimum of 8-10 sources and a minimum of one interview plus a survey or observation.  All citations (in-text and in the Works Cited page) will show correct use of documentation format, following MLA, APA, Chicago, or CSE.

Criteria for Grading the Research Paper (REVIEW CAREFULLY):

· Your TOPIC should be carefully and clearly defined, and it should be challenging. It needs to meet these criteria by:

1. Examining a significant issue.

2. Addressing a knowledgeable reader and carrying that reader to another plateau of knowledge.

3. Having a serious purpose, one that demands analysis of the issues, argues from a position, and explains complex details.

· RESEARCH:  Within the scope of your topic, your Instructor wants to see that you have addressed all reasonable questions.  Instructors look particularly for thoughtful interpretation of the research you’ve found and evaluation of sources.  

· Your PRESENTATION includes:

4. The quality of your CONTENT. Have you summarized, paraphrased, and interpreted your research?   Your Instructor looks for honesty, fairness and balance in your uses of sources and information.

5. ORGANIZATION.  Can your reader follow the structure of your introduction, your paragraphs, your analyses, discussions, and conclusion? This extends to your Source Pages and the overall organization and professional presentation of the portfolio itself.

6. STYLE.  Are ideas expressed clearly and concisely?  Does your writing use well-constructed sentences which flow smoothly, strong active verbs use (not passive, for instance), and clear word choices?  Can the reader easily understand your writing? Have you used formal/objective research style which avoids the “I” voice?

7. MECHANICS.  Here’s where your Instructor looks for accurate MLA citations and Works Cited, correct punctuation, few pronoun reference problems, tense shifts or shifts in person—all those proofreading issues.

8. Your PROGRESS.  Instructors look for signs of intellectual growth; they consider the problems you faced, how you dealt with them, and what you learned from your research, the textbook, and this course.  

9. The INTANGIBLES.  Your Instructor looks for a spirit of excitement and commitment, a certain indefinable intellectual curiosity in your work.

Writing Center: 

Trained peer tutors can help you with your writing at the Learning Center on the Albany Campus, Benton Center or at the Lebanon Center.  Telephone the Center for information about the hours and resources available.

You can also submit papers to our Online Writing Lab (OWL).

http://www.linnbenton.edu/go/learning-center/writing-help

LBCC Disability Services
The Office of Disability Services (ODS) provides reasonable accommodations, academic adjustments and auxiliary aids to ensure that qualified students with disabilities have access to classes, programs and events at Linn-Benton Community College.

Students are responsible for requesting accommodations in a timely manner.  To receive appropriate and timely accommodations from LBCC, please give the Office of Disability Services as much advance notice of your disability and specific needs as possible, as certain accommodations such as sign language interpreting take days to weeks to have in place.  

Contact the Disability Coordinator at Linn-Benton Community College, RCH-105, 6500 Pacific Blvd. SW, Albany, Oregon 97321, Phone (541)-917-4690 or via Oregon Telecommunications Relay TTD at 1-800-735-2900 or 1-800-735-1232.
