Linn-Benton Community College 
Department of Art 
Art 102: UNDERSTANDING ART 
2014 Winter term 

INSTRUCTOR: Dori Litzer 
OFFICE LOCATION: SSH111 
OFFICE HOURS: SSH 111,

 MW 10-11:00AM  
Thursdays: 2:30 -3:30 pm.
Or, by appointment 
TELEPHONE: 917-4541 (leave Message) 
E-Mail: dori.litzer@linnbenton.edu 
Fax: (541) 917-4474 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Required TEXT: Preble’s Artforms, 10th edition by Patrick Frank 
Please bring the text to class every session. 

Supplies: 
Required textbook (bring it to class) 
Adequate for note taking and class assignments 
Paper; have paper that has a clean tear off edge for in class assignments. 
Pens, pencil (2B for Scantron exams) 
Adequate for assignments 
Special Project supplies-TBA 
This introductory art course will focus on art awareness; what art is, why art is, where it is, how it is. There will be significant art historical information. The student should develop an awareness and appreciation of art as reflective of people and the environment in which we live. The focus in class will be primarily on Western Art/Culture. 
Understanding Art, Art 102 will examine the principle concerns of art and artists (from ancient to modern times) through the study of visual art forms and aesthetics. This course is designed to provide a student with the tools to look at, ENJOY, think about, and communicate ideas about the visual arts. Topics will include: the nature of art; the language of visual experience (elements/principles); subject/form/content; media and techniques; approaches to art (formal, contextual, and expressive) 
The course will be a lecture format, supplemented with audio-visual images and material. Class discussion is encouraged. Students will be responsible for all class information and the majority of text information. Lectures, class material and text information will supplement each other. 
Course Goals: ART 102 / Understanding Art will offer students an opportunity to develop increased knowledge, appreciation and understanding of works of art as visual records of the time and culture where they were produced, and as tangible evidence of the individual creative spirit. 

Performance Based Learner Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of the course students will be able to: 

1. Respond orally and in writing to works of art. 

2. Demonstrate knowledge of the language of art 

3. Describe works of art in terms of subject, form, content, and purpose. 

4. Interpret works of art in relation to the society that produced them. 

5. Articulate similarities and differences between works, periods or movements, and styles of art. 

Grades and Evaluation: 
A point system will be used on all written assignments, tests, and projects. Grades will be given on a standard percentage scale: 

A = 100 to 90% 

B = 89 to 80% 

C = 79 to 70% 

D = 69 to 60% 

F = less than 60% 

Under normal circumstances: Make-up exams are not given unless the instructor has been informed of the problem prior to the regularly scheduled test time. 
All assignments/projects should be turned in by the due date for full credit earned. 

All Assignments /projects may be turned in up to one week late with a grade reduction of one full grade. (ex: from an A to a B). Assignments turned in beyond one week late will not be accepted. 

Assignments/Exams: 
There will be both in class and out of class assignments. 
On all assigned work evaluation will be based on clarity of ideas, relevance of thought to topic, attention to criteria, craftsmanship, organization, spelling and sentence structure, creativity within the parameters of the assignment, and application of appropriate information and resources. 
There will be a cumulative mid term exam, a cumulative final exam, and a couple of quizzes. 
Required Assignments: 
The Gallery Evaluation paper 
The Creative Project paper with the creative project and oral presentation. 
Mid term exam 
Final exam 
ATTENDANCE/Participation: 
Attendance/participation records will be kept. Class participation is expected and required. Discussion and questions are encouraged. Quality of performance is directly related to participation and attendance. Multiple short assignments/quizzes will assist with recording the quality of your thinking, participation, and attendance. These cannot be made up. Sufficient information cannot be received by reading the text. 

The text and online resources are supplemental to class sessions. 

Please ENJOY the class. Please come to class. Stay for the entire session. 
Work hard; pay appropriate attention to course content, material and the people involved. In order for Understanding Art: Art 102 to be a positive learning experience, please do not distract or prevent others from full engagement in the class. Examples of distractions are cell phones, eating, drinking, side conversations, poor manners, and noise. 

Please do not use your cell phone during class. Keep it silent. 
Do not use any audio devices during class. 
Do not carry on side conversations in class. 
If it is necessary to eat or drink in class, be discreet. 
Under Normal Circumstances, no incompletes will be given for this class. 
A Special Note to Students: This class will involve both “academic “and “creative” student work. For creative projects, NO GREAT TALENT IS ASSUMED OR NECESSARY. The creative spirit exists in all of us, and each of us brings a unique sensibility and perspective to class. The Art 102 classroom may therefore be seen as an arena for contributions and participation by all class members, for the growth and development of ideas and new ways of looking and seeing. 

The professor does not have all the answers. 

Diversity Statement: We are in a college community enriched by the diversity of our students and staff. Each individual and group has the potential to contribute to our learning environment. Each has dignity. To diminish the dignity of one is to diminish the dignity of us all. 

Statement of Special Needs: If you feel you may need an accommodation for any type of disability, please contact the office of Disability Services, RCH 105, 541-917-4690 at LBCC. Please inform the instructor at the beginning of the quarter. 

Discrimination/Harassment Policy: 
If you feel you have been discriminated against in any interaction at Linn-Benton Community College or have been harassed by another person while at LBCC please contact us immediately based on the following: 

A student complaint about another student 

Contact: Lynne Cox 

(541)917-4806 

coxly@linnbenton.edu 

A student complaint about an LBCC staff member 

Contact: Marsha Edwards 

(541)917-4425 

edwardm@linnbenton.edu 

An LBCC staff member complaint about another staff member or student 

Contact: Marsha Edwards 

(541)917-4425 

edwardm@linnbenton.edu 

Course Content and Tentative Schedule: 
Note: You will know what to read by attending class and referring to appropriate topics/ chapters in the text. Additional reading may be assigned as deemed necessary. 

The Language of Visual Experience 
Week 1: The Nature of Art and Creativity. 

Read chapters 1, 14, 25 

Week 2: Visual Communication. Media 

How an Artwork is Built. (Elements and Principles of Design) 

Evaluating Art 

Read chapters 2, 3, and 13 

Week 3: Visual Communication, Media, Elements and Principles. 

A brief summary of your Creative Project IDEAS are due Thursday,__________________ 2013. AND: Sign up for class creative project presentation times and dates. 
Read chapters 4,5,6,7 

Week 4: Artists and Their Work 

Read chapters 8, 9,10,11,12 

Week 5: Artists and Their Work 

Read chapters 15, 16 

Week 6: Artists/Media/Heritage continued 

Mid Term exam, wk.6, Thursday, _______________________________
Week 7: Artists, Cultural Heritage 

Read chapters 17, 18, 19 

(For extra credit; write a 2-3 page summary of these three chapters. Include your personal insights and reaction to this art.) 
Creative Projects Presentations 
Week 8: The Modern World 

Read chapters 20, 21 

Creative Projects Presentations 
Week 9: The Modern World 

Read chapter 22, 23, 24 

Creative Projects Presentations 
Gallery Exhibit Evaluations are due  _____________________ 
Week 10: The Modern World / Wrap up 

Week 11: Finals Week (Final Exam: _____________________________
No past due assignments are accepted during finals week. 
(This schedule is subject to alterations/changes by Professor Litzer.) 

GALLERY ART EXHIBIT EVALUATION 
(required) 
Due:_______________________
Word process/type your reactions and thoughts that occurred while you viewed a fine art exhibition. 

Document your ideas according to: 
1) Why did I choose this particular exhibit? Cite the place and title of the exhibition. 

2) What was my reaction upon viewing it as a whole, as I first encountered it? 

3) How did I feel about the exhibit after I had given it some careful attention? 

4) Identify and describe 2-3 of your favorite pieces. Describe the Form (media and style), and Content (meaning, idea). Use objective and subjective information. 

5) Mention any information that you received that helped you formulate your thoughts. Refer to researched information, brochures, artist statements, and people available who may be helpful regarding the exhibit or artists. 

6) Make a connection between this work and works you are acquainted with as a result of this or other classes? Refer to the works using the evaluative processes of Formal, Contextual, and Expressive methods. 

7) Was it an enjoyable experience? Why or why not. 

Include copies of the work, if possible, or examples of similar work. (Photographs, brochures, news articles, postcards) 
The report should be approx. 2-3 pages, word processed/typed. 

You may choose any art gallery or museum that is convenient and/or appealing. Linn-Benton Community College has exhibitions in the South Santiam Hall Gallery (SSH), CCC Gallery, and the North Santiam Hall Gallery (NSH) Also check out OSU exhibitions and U of O exhibitions. WOU, Art Centric (Corvallis Art Center) is another great resource. Bush Barn Gallery in Salem, and the Portland Art Museum are also fine exhibition sources. The UO Schnitzer Museum of Art, or other galleries in the Willamette Valley may be appealing to you. 

For this assignment, you must physically enter the actual space of a gallery. Art on the web will not fulfill this assignment. 
Use your local newspapers/internet to seek out exhibitions. 

Creative Project Assignment 
(required) 
All students are required to plan, create, document, and present a Creative Project. 
This project must incorporate visual, creative, written, and oral components. You must have something to show and something to say, orally, artistically, and in written form. Visual art must be referenced in form and content. 
Ideally, merge an area of interest with visual art that you create. Consider both the form of your creative project: what is seen, and content: its meaning, idea or its significance. Media and method is your choice. In creating the form you must consider the elements and principles of design: you must strive to create a harmonious visual effect. 

This creative project will be presented to the class. Presentations may incorporate computerized media and/or actual media. You will hand in a written documentation (2-3 pages minimum) with images. The documentation will be an analysis of what you created, how you created it, and an evaluation of the process and product. In your paper, and in your presentation, cite influences; make a connection with major art works and major artists, media, methods, style, form and content, and/or other relevant class/text information. 

You must have something to show and something to say as a class presentation. 

A written plan of your idea/intent must be turned in by ________________________
1. Describe what you will create: form, media, method. 

2. Describe how the created piece will reference material appropriate to Art 102. (Content) 

This project is due;______________. Presentations will take place: _________________________________________________________________________.
Sign up for your presentation in class ASAP. 

Criteria for the Creative Project : 
1. This project must be orally presented to the class with visuals. You may present your project in a Power Point Format, or cd. dvd, or and/or present the finished work to the class with documentation of your process, the artistic influences used, and the ideas you came up with, along with significant art and artists referenced in class. 
2. There must be a quality visual art component that you created, in which the formal elements and principles of design have been thoughtfully considered. The use of elements and principles must be cited in both the verbal, visual, and written documentation. 

3. The project must be well crafted. There should be no marks, tears, unintentional areas that distract attention away from the process of looking at it.  Presentation is important!
4. There must be a written paper to hand in as a documentation of the project. This paper must reference significant artists as influences to your work. Cite what you have been inspired by in their work.  Give a brief summary of how you used similar form and/or content. Paper must be a minimum of 2-3 pages. (See the information above.) 

Content guidelines: 

The project’s meaning must relate to one or more of the following approaches: 

Contextual  or Socio-Cultural
Expressive 

Historical 

Cite your intended content in the verbal and written component of the project. 

Connect your creative project to the class/text information. It must relate to visual art. 
Evaluation Points: (out of 100) 

criteria (25) 

craft (25) 

creativity (25) 

presentation (25) 

The written component will be turned in. Pictures of the created art work, with the report are required. (Early submissions are encouraged). The pictures may be emailed.
. 

Process is very important, not just product. 

Craft, criteria, creativity, and quality of both the oral and visual presentation are the grading components. 
Media is your choice. 
Experience your artistic capabilities. 

Have Fun with this! 

Examples of possible creative projects: (you may have ideas not listed) 

Create a collage of merged images that clearly express socio-cultural content in an organized unified design. Refer to artists who have worked in collage media, and/or incorporate works of art into the form of the collage. 

Design your dream home, interior, exterior, or both. Cite references to architects and designers as influences, along with attention to the formal qualities of the project. 

Create a painting(s) or drawing(s) that emulate a particular style of art, or artist. Report on and show those artistic and historical influences. 

Write/perform/record music that has been „illustrated‟ in a composition using appropriate media. Cite references to other popular artists both visually and orally. 

Fashion Design/Product Design may be referenced in something you create with actual examples and drawn images. Influences may have come from historical art styles. 

Create a video, or a series of photographs on a theme. Refer to professional artists who you have referenced.
