Dr. Robert Harrison - History 159 --  Spring 2015
Office:  113 South Santiam Hall  
Office Hours:  M, W: 10-10:50 a.m. and 12:15 to 12:45 p.m.
T, Th:  8:30 to 9:30 a.m. and 12 to 12:50 p.m.
Friday:  10-10:50 a.m.  
Other times by appointment
Office Ph#:  541-917-4571. Please leave a message if I am not in.
Required Books:
Textbook: Colin Mason, A Short History of Asia
Novel:  James Clavell, Shogun
E-mail:  harrisr@linnbenton.edu.  E-mail is the quickest way to reach me—I try to answer every e-mail on the day it comes in or the next morning. Please type your full name in the subject heading of all your e-mails to me. 
Be on Time:  Coming late to class is disruptive and distracting.  After Week 1, I will close the classroom door each day after I take attendance and after our daily “This Day in History” exercise, which will give you between 8 and 10 minutes to get to class.  After that, the door will stay locked and you anyone not there will be counted as absent.  PLEASE arrange your day  so you can be on class precisely on time—if you have issues like a job or another class, let me know so I can work with you on it.  
E-mailing Assignment Instructions and Policies – READ CAREFULLY: I don’t accept printed papers.  You must e-mail your bibliography and take-home assignment directly to me at harrisr@linnbenton.edu.  You should send it as a word document, ending in either “doc”, “docx”, or “rtf”. Don’t send papers in “wps”  “odt” or “wpd” format—I can’t open them.  I will ask you to re-send papers if they are not in the right format, and it will cost you points if it makes your paper late.   You should also cut and paste your paper into the body of your e-mail, in case I have trouble opening your attachment. If your e-mail version of the bibliography doesn’t arrive, I will treat it as if you never sent it.  It will be subject to late points, and if it’s over 1 week late, I won’t accept it, regardless of any screen print outs you send me.   I will send you a confirmation e-mail within 24 hours after you e-mail me your assignment, so if you don’t get this confirmation e-mail, call me and let me know immediately!  Also, please type your name in the subject heading of all your e-mails to me.  
Accommodations for Disabilities: Students who may need accommodations due to documented disabilities, who have medical information which the instructor should know, or who need special arrangements in an emergency, should speak with the instructor during the first week of class.  If you have not accessed services and think you may need them, please contact Disability Services, 917-4789.  
LBCC Comprehensive Statement of Nondiscrimination
LBCC prohibits unlawful discrimination based on race, color, religion, ethnicity, use of native language, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, disability, veteran status, age, or any other status protected under applicable federal, state, or local laws.

Course Requirements:
1) In-class Quizzes:  30% of your final grade
During the course, I’ll give you 4 in-class quizzes on the assigned reading in Mason’s book or handouts for that particular day in class.  Therefore, you should follow the course calendar carefully and make sure to do all the required reading for each class.  You’ll take these quizzes in class without using your books, but you may use small 3 x 5 note cards.  These 3 x 5 note cards are the only form of notes you can use on the quizzes. The purpose of these quizzes is to prompt you to read carefully and thoughtfully, which means taking notes on the reading and reviewing those notes before class. Each quiz will count for 7 ½ % of your total grade in the class.  
2) In-class Tests on Shogun:  30% of your final grade
You will read James Clavell’s masterful historical novel Shogun and take two in-class tests on it.  Each test will cover several chapters of the novel and will consist of several short essay questions.  I will give you a study guide for each test. Each test is worth 15% of your final grade. 
3) Meeting of the Minds:  20% of your total grade.  During the quarter, each of you will portray a historical character as part of a talk show format called the Meeting of the Minds.  Your goal is to become the character.  I will ask you questions during your performance—you’ll find these questions listed on my Instructor Website on the LBCC home page. A costume is required, and you will teach me and your classmates about your character’s life, achievements, and relevance for our lives.  You will speak in first-person, using “I”, just as if you were the character. 70% of your grade is based on how accurate and informative your performance in class is; 30% is based on the research you do, as shown to me in your annotated bibliography.  You will need a costume for your presentation, but you do not have to buy anything—I can help you with creative ideas.  You will find more details and requirements on the “Meeting of the Minds” page in this syllabus.
4)  Take-Home Timeline – 20% of your final grade
By the end of Week 1, I will hand out a timeline assignment which will require you to use your Mason book extensively. I'll give you detailed instructions with this timeline.   On this assignment, spelling and grammar do impact your grade, so proofread carefully and don’t trust spellcheck!  
Course Calendar and Assigned Readings: It is your responsibility to know what the assigned reading is for each day in class, and to be ready for an in-class quiz each day, whether or not you hear me mention it in class.  If you’re confused about what to read, e-mail me and ask! Mason = Colin Mason, A Short History of Asia.

Course Outline
Week One
March 30	Course Introduction. For April 1, read chapter 2 in Mason. 
April 1	 Ancient India: Harappa, Mohenjo-Daro, and the Aryans.  For April 3, read handout from the Upanishads
April 3	Ancient India: the Rig Veda, Mahabarata, and the Upanishads.
		For April 6, read chapter 3 in Mason. 
Week Two
April 6	Rise of Hinduism. 
April 8	Rise of Buddhism.  For April 10, read chapter 4 in Mason. 
April 10	Ancient Vietnam and Cambodia. For April 13, read pages 45-52 in Mason. 
Week Three
April 13	Ancient China.  For April 15, read handout on Confucius’ teachings. 
April 15	Confucius and His Teachings.  
April 17	Chinese Inventions.  For April 20, read pages 53-60 in Mason. 
Week Four
April 20	Chin Shuang’di: First Emperor of China. 
April 22	In-class Activity on the First Emperor of China. For April 24, read chapter 8 in Mason and read handout from the travels of Marco Polo. 
April 24	Mongol China and Marco Polo.  For April 27, meet in the library, in the computer classroom on the 1st floor
Week Five
April 27	Journey on the Silk road - We'll meet in the library for this class
April 29	In-class Test #1 on Shogun, covering chapters 1-17. 
May 1	Meeting of the Minds, Show #1: Rama and Sita, lovers in the famous Indian legend the “Ramayana”; Sun Tzu, Chinese author of “The Art of War”; Trung Trac , defender of ancient Vietnam and national heroine; Lao Tzu, teacher of Daoism. 
	For May 4, read chapter 6 in Mason. 
Week Six
May 4	Ancient Japanese society and religion.  For May 6, read chapter 10 in Mason. 
May 6	Japan under the Shoguns and the Tokugawa.   
May 8	Meeting of Minds, Show #2:  Mumtaz Mahal, for whom the Taj Mahal was built; Shen Zhou, Japanese landscape painter; Le Zun, Buddhist monk who created the Mo Gao caves along the Silk Road; Miyamoto Misashi, famous ronin and samurai warrior; Mulan, legendary Chinese warrior and leader. 
	For May 11, read chapters 11 and chapter 15 in Mason. 
Week Seven
May 11 	European Invasion and Exploitation. For Wednesday, read chapter 16 in Mason and handout from Gandhi's writings.  
May 13	Mohandas Gandhi and Indian Independence. 
May 15		In-class Activity on Gandhi. For May 18, read chapter 17 in Mason

Week Eight
May 18	Japan, 1905-1944.   For May 20, read the handout on the bombing of Hiroshima.
May 20	Defeat of Japan and Atomic bombings.
May 22	Meeting of Minds, Show #3:  Koko Tanimoto-Kondo, survivor of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima; Tenzin Gyatso, the 14th Dalai Lama; Indira Gandhi, Prime Minister of India; Carlos Bolusan, Filipino labor leader and writer who immigrated to America; Sukarno, president of Indonesia from 1945 to 1967. 
 	For May 27, read chapter 28 in Mason.
Week Nine
May 25		NO CLASS – MEMORIAL DAY
May 27		Vietnam: War and Independence
May 29		In-class Test #2 on Shogun, covering chapters 17-34.
			For June 1, read chapters 20 and 21 in Mason.
Week Ten
June 1		China in the 20th Century: Revolution and Reaction
June 3		China Today and into the Future
June 5               Meeting of the Minds, Show #4: Mao Ze-dong, leader of Communist China; Chiang Kai-shek, opponent of Communists in China; Kim Phuc, Vietnamese girl and peace activist who was burned in a bombing raid;  Malala Yousufzai, Pakistani girl shot for advocating for girls’ education; Akiro Kurosawa, director of the film "Seven Samurai". 
Last Meeting of the Minds -Wednesday, June 10, 1 to 2:50 p.m
We may need to meet for one last Meeting of the Minds show.  If we do, it will feature
the following characters: Hua Tuo, famous Chinese doctor and healer; Lady Hao, Chinese empress whose tomb contained great treasure; Mineko Iwasaki, one of  Japan's most famous geishas; Murasaki Shikibu, author of the novel "Tale of Genji"; Aung San Suu Kyi, Burmese democratic leader and Nobel Peace Prize winner; Benazir Bhutto, Primte Minister of Pakistan who was assassinated; Hattori Hanzo, samurai warrior in the Tokugawa era; PSY, K-Pop Star and creator of "Gangnam Style; U Thant, Secretary General of the United Nations; Isoroku Yamamoto, Japanese admiral responsible for planning the attack on Pearl Harbor; Imelda Marcos, first lady of the Philippines and notorious for her lavish lifestyle; Ibn Battuta, African traveler through the Middle East and Asia during the 14th century; Rumi, Persian poet and mystic; Scheherazade, main character in "One Thousand and One Nights" (also known as "The Arabian Nights); Zheng Ho, Chinese admiral who led fleets on trading expeditions to other lands.  
Class Policies:
1) Attendance:
A. Excused and Unexcused Absences:  Attendance is very important!  I want you to be in class, be prepared for class, and to take class seriously.  Here are some examples of excused absences: personal illness; needing to attend a family member who is seriously ill; attending funerals; being called in to work; having no day care for children; one car break down. Other incidents will be judged on an individual basis.  I do not require documentation for these types of absences—I will take your word.   If you miss class, please check the class calendar in the syllabus to check on what you missed and what lies ahead for the next class—this is your responsibility.  You may also e-mail me to find out what you missed and what is coming up--if there is a quiz or other assignment on the class day that you return, I will expect you to be ready and to take it.   
B. Unexcused absences: Here are some examples of unexcused absences: Car problems beyond one incident (after the first incident, I expect that you can arrange some other way to get to school); attending camp, family vacation or other social event; waking up late; working on school work (whether for our class or another class).  I will judge other types of incidents on an individual basis.    
C. Let me Know within 48 Hours: You must let me know the reason for an absence within 48 hours--by phone, in person, or via e-mail--for it to possibly count as excused.  If you contact me later than this, regardless of the reason, I will count it as “unexcused”.  
D. Absences and your grade:  I check attendance for every class—missing class will lower your grade.  For each unexcused absence up to and including 3, your final grade will be lowered by 1 point.  Unexcused absences 4 and 5 will each cost you 5 points off your final grade, and for every unexcused absence over 5, you will lose 1 letter grade.  If you have over 5 unexcused absences, you probably won’t be able to pass, and you should drop the course. 
Excused absences up to and including 4 will not effect your grade. However, for excused absences 5 and 6, you’ll lose 1 point from your final grade; for every excused absence over 6, you’ll lose 5 points from your final grade.  So, once you have missed more than 6 times, even if they are all excused, you’ll need to think about dropping the class before your grade fall too low to pass.  
2.  Late or Missed Assignments and Quizzes – Contact me and late points
All assignments should be turned in on time unless you have a legitimate problem, and then you need to talk to me within 48 hours after an assignment is due.  It is your responsibility to check with me to see if you missed a quiz or the due date for a paper.  If I feel that you have a legitimate reason for turning in the work late, I will accept it late, but I may not allow you to turn it late, depending on your reasons and the circumstances.  I will deduct at least 10 points from every late assignment, regardless of the reason.  After the first late day, I will deduct additional points depending on your reasons and the circumstances, but also on your interest, work ethic, and enthusiasm for the class. You need to contact me about why you missed an assignment or quiz within 48 hours after the assignment or quiz was due. Also, I will not accept any work later than 5 class days after it is due, under any circumstances and regardless of the reason.
3.  Paraphrasing Properly and Avoiding Plagiarism.  
A. Paraphrasing: You will be writing tests and papers using sources, and it is very important that you put the information from these sources into your own words.   This is called paraphrasing. You need to do more than just change a few of the words or phrases around.  I want to see that you have read the material, thought about it, and that you can develop your own ideas about the material in your own words.  When you write your tests and papers, do not have your books in front of you, but rather use notes in which you have already condensed the information from your sources.  Also, if you are having trouble summarizing what a source says in your own words, see me for help.  I will not accept any answer on which you follow your sources too closely.  I will allow you to correct your mistakes, but I will deduct at least 10 points from your grade, ask you to re-do it, and treat it as late.  If there is still a problem with paraphrasing in your revised work, you will receive a 0 on that paper.  
B. Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is when you use information from sources without giving those sources credit—this is academic dishonesty and it is a serious offense.   The first offense of plagiarism will result in a 0 for that assignment; a second offense will result in your failing the course.  
C. Cheating: Make your own notes and do your own work—don’t study together and don’t share notes. Cheating is not doing your own work—if you give a classmate your notes or note cards, either outside of class or in class, that’s cheating, and it will result in a 0 for you on that assignment.  Please don’t study together—if you need help, ask me! 
D.  Use Only the Required Sources on Assignments – No internet sources or notes allowed! 
I will not give you any credit on an answer from an internet source like Sparks Notes or Cliff Notes.  All information on your in-class quizzes must come from your assigned reading in the textbook or handouts. 
4. Classroom Rules of Behavior:
*You should be quiet and attentive—only one person should be talking at any one time in class, whether it’s me or a student. Please raise your hand if you want to ask a question or make a comment during class.  
*Please don’t use your cell phone or a lap top computer during class for any reason.
*Please sit up in class and pay attention.  Don’t sleep or slump forward or backward during class. This kind of body language says to me that you aren’t paying attention and that you don’t really care about the class. 
*Please don’t eat during class—it’s too distracting and too noisy. You may drink a beverage if you’re quiet.  
*Please try not to use the restroom during class—try to do this before or after class.  If there’s an emergency, please let me know before leaving class. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dealing with classroom behavior: After a first offense, I will give you a friendly reminder; after a second offense, I’ll give you a more serious warning and talk to you in more detail about the problem; after a third offense, I will ask you to drop the course or discuss the matter with me and the dean of my division to explore the problem in more detail.  
				Meeting of the Minds
What if we could resurrect people from the past and talk about their lives? Well, now—with your help—we can!  Each of you should choose a first and second choice of characters listed in the course calendar.  Let me know of your first and second choice either by e-mail or in person by the end of the first week of class.  You should find your questions on my Instructor Website. 
Research Requirements – 70% of your Meeting of Minds grade:
1. Annotated Bibliography Required: The only written work you must turn in for your “Meeting of the Minds” presentation is an annotated bibliography—this is a list of your sources with a description of what you learned from each source.  I will hand out a sample in class for you to follow.  Your citations should follow the MLA format—this is available easily on the web or on our LBCC library website if you need help.  
2. Primary and Secondary Sources – Find Books:  You will need to read at least 1 original source and 1 secondary source in preparing your presentation.  A primary source is any source written by your character and so is any description of your character written by someone who knew them.  A secondary source is one which was written about the person you are portraying long after this person’s death—both of your secondary sources should be books.  You will also need to cite and describe these sources on a typed Annotated Bibliography, which is due at the time of your presentation, either on paper or via e-mail.  You should cite each source according to the MLA format, and directly below each source, you should describe what you learned from each source in at least one long paragraph
3. Use books for secondary sources, not websites. NO Wikipedia or similar sites!  In your research, you must find full-length books or biographies about your character. Internet sources like Wikipedia are not acceptable secondary sources!  These are not in-depth, not scholarly, and not always reliable.   Citing web-based secondary sources like Wikipedia will cost you from 10 to 20 points off your bibliography grade, depending on how many you use.  
For primary or first-hand sources, you may use the internet, but you must find complete sources or collections: letters, diaries, and memoirs are best and can be found through our library search databases and on the internet.  Quotations from short articles or books don’t count as primary sources—you needed to read these primary accounts in more depth to understand them.  Internet Failing to follow these instructions will cost you from 1 to 10 points on your Meeting of the Minds grade. 
4. Start with a keyword search on World Cat: Start your research on World Cat (just google it) with a keyword search for your character's name.  World Cat stands for "World Catalogue" and lists books closest to your location--it has everything!  You should also consult our public libraries in both Albany, Corvallis, and elsewhere, and you can also check sources out of Oregon State University’s library.  I will show you how to use “world cat” in class, which is the easiest way to find books all over the country and get them through inter-library loan—but start early! 
In-class Performance – 30% of your Meeting of the Minds Grade
A) Answering My Questions:  Each of you will answer questions asked by me in a talk-show format.  You’ll find these questions on my Instructor Website. You will be sitting in front of the class with your fellow guests, and I’ll ask questions.  You will have a conversation with me, not give a prepared speech. Of course, your answers to these questions should be accurate, detailed, thoughtful, and interesting!  Also, I may ask you follow up questions which are not on your list, so be ready for them.  Do your homework, but also be enthusiastic and get into your character!  
B) Rehearse and Don’t Read!  You may use note cards during the presentation, but you may not read from them!  You should rehearse your answers to my questions. You should speak to us in a natural voice and look at us (unless you need to read a direct quotation).  
C) Costume is Required:  You must have a costume in order to do the Meeting of the Minds.  Without a costume, as I define it, I will not let you present.  You will have to present on another day, and it will cost you at least 15 points from your grade. My definition of a “costume” is that it’s at least similar to what the person would have worn—it includes more than a hat or shoes, but an entire outfit.  Also, it cannot consist of clothes which you might ordinarily wear.  Try to find a painting or other image of the person you are portraying, and then use your imagination!!  You are not required to buy anything to create your costume.  You can usually find enough clothing or perhaps borrow enough clothing to make one.  If you need help, ask me! 

