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PHL 201: INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY
Reg. # 21111
INSTRUCTOR: 

Bruce K. Sanchez


OFFICE:
IA 216





sancheb@linnbenton.edu



(541) 917-4837
sanchezb@lanecc.edu

bruce.sanchez9@gmail.com
OFFICE HOURS:
M,W,F 10:00-10:50am 

            12:00-12:50 P.M. 
(or by appointment)

CLASS DAY & TIME:
MWF 1:00-1:50 P.M.

CLASS ROOM:
NSH 109
TEXT (Required):
Critical Thinking: An Introduction to the Basic Skills 7th Ed. (2015)






By William Hughes, Jonathan Lavery, and Katheryn Doran
OBJECTIVES: 

Philosophy can be and has been defined in many diverse ways. The original ancient Greek, from which our word ‘philosophy’ is drived (φιλοσοφίᾳ), means “love of knowledge or wisdom, the pursuit there of, speculation”. But no matter how the word is defined, one thing is constant throughout all its conceptions: the attempt to address ultimate questions through logic and reason alone. The attempt to come to a “true” or “correct” conclusion about such ultimate questions as the existence of God, the soul, immortality,  time, right and wrong, etc, requires an understanding of the methods, skills and techniques by which we, as individuals, can arrive at valid conclusions about these ultimate things, as well as more mundane everyday human concerns, such as which school to go to or who to vote for; or pressing contemporary issues such as capital punishment and abortion, to name a few. In all of these matters, and many more, the ability to think and reason independently, objectively, and critically is not only advantageous, but necessary if we are not to be taken in by spurious logic and irrelevant appeals to emotion, force, popularity or other non-rational consideration.
 The aim of this course is to assist students to develop and improve skills and abilities for thinking critically about issues and arguments in everyday, academic and philosophical life. Critical thinking is essential to making rational and well-informed decisions about what to do and believe in all areas of one's life. 

This course will emphasize careful and critical listening as well as reading skills; addionally, an honest, unbiased critique of issues and arguments. Assignments and exercises are designed to increase proficiency in the analysis and evaluation of structures and forms that are common to all fields of reasoning, as well as attention to those fields of reasoning that entail special issues, e.g. moral reasoning.  Attention is also given to understanding and avoiding some of the more common types of  errors in reasoning. Effort will also be made to highlight the importance of language in logic, how it works and how this understanding can assist us, individually and on our own, to separate the sound and valid reasoning and arguments from the unsound and invalid.
Exercises, essays and examples in the critical reading and analysis of arguments may  be drawn from a broad range of contemporary moral and philosophical issues, e.g. abortion, capital punishment, gun control, the existence of God and Free Will, etc. The objective in these exercises, however, is not to take a stand on either side of an issue -- although students are free to do so -- or come to a class consensus,  but to sharpen and develop our natural logical and analytic skills through examination of: 1) different theories of meaning and types of definitons; 2) the structure of arguments and their types; 3) how to assess simple and complex arguemtents and the criteria for doing so; and, 4) the different logical issues attendant in different logical areas, e.g. deductive and inductive logic, scientific, moral, and legal reasoning, etc.
COURSE GRADES:


The grade for this course will be determined by the percentage of total points earned out of a possible 532. There are three ways points can be earned: 


QUIZZES (~ 50%): There will be nine (9) open-book multiple-choice quizzes, each worth 30 points, for a total of 270 points. After the first week, quzzes will be posted every Friday on the instructor’s website, and due the following Monday. Each quiz will cover that weeks reading assignment.

ESSAYS (~34%): Approximately every three weeks of the term an essay will be posted on the instructor’s website, which students will have a week to write an analysis and assessment of. Each essay analysis is worth 60 points for a possible total of 180 points. Essays will be posted on Monday and due the following Monday, and will be in the nature of a longish argument regarding some contemporary moral or philosophical issue.

ATTENDANCE (~15%): In addition, students can earn 2.73 points for each class session attended, with attendance comprising  approx. 15% of total course grade, or 82 points total for attendance.


Exams will be posted on instructor's website  on Friday and due by the end of class the following Monday. Exercises will be posted on the instrucor's website Monday of each week and due by the end of class the following Monday. Projects will be posted on the instructor's website on Monday and due by the end of class on Wednesday of the following week.


A letter grade (A,B,C,D, or F) will be given for the course based on the total number of points accumulated over the term,  according to the schedule below. The final grade for the course will be based upon the student's percentage of accumulated points earned for attendance, exams, exercises, and projects over the course of the whole term. Letter grades will be given according to the following equivalences: A = 100-90%, B = 89-80%, C = 79-70%, D = 69-60%, F = 59-0%. The letter grade for the term will be given according to the corresponding accumulated course totals:  

	=< 318 =F
	319-371=D
	372-424=C
	425-478=B
	=> 479 =A


Late Assignments:

Unless previously arranged with the instructor, assignments turned in later than a week after the assigned due date will not be accepted!!! 
TOPICS:
Topics that will be covered during the term will include: the elements that go into listening and reading critically, as well as those aspects of language that contribute to understanding and misunderstanding of the spoken and written word;  the basic structure and forms of arguments, as well as the key elements in their analysis and evaluation; the nature of evidence and truth as it relates to argument evalu​ation; and the most common types of fallacies (i.e., arguments that seem sound and valid but are faulty and illogical in diverse ways). 

READING ASSIGNMENTS:

Week #1:
Introduction: Philosophy, Logic, Critical Thinking
Week #2:
Chapter 1: Reasoning and Critical Thinking

Chapter 2: Meaning and Definition 

Week #3:
Chapter 3: Clarifying Meaning




Chapter 4: Reconstructing Arguments



1st Essay
Week #4:
Chapter 5: Strategies for Assessing Arguments




Chapter 6: Assessing Truth-Claims
Week #5:
Chapter 7: Assessing Relebance



Chapter 8: Assessing Adequacy
Week #6:
Chapter 9: Deductive Reasoning
Chapter 10: Inductive Reasoning
2nd Essay
Week #7:
Chapter 11: Scientific Reasoning
Chapter 12: Moral Reasoning
Week #8:
Chapter 13: Legal Reasoning



Chapter 14: Arguing Back
Week #9:
Chapter 15: Irrational Techniques of Persuasion



Chapter 16: Critiquing the Media
Week #10
Chapter 17: Writing and Assessing Argumentative Essays



Chapter 18: Strategies for Organizing an Argumentative Essay



3rd Essay
Finals Week: Quiz #10 and 3rd Essay Analysis due Wednesday, December 07, 2016, no later than 2:50pm 
Important Dates:
First day of term 



September 26, 2016

Last day to add/drop 


October 3, 2016

Veterans Day (College closed)
November 11, 2016

Last day to withdraw 


November 14, 2016

Thanksgiving (College closed)
November 24-27, 2016
Finals week 




December 5-09, 2015

Last day of term 



December 9, 2016


Classroom Policies:
Cell phones must be silenced during class. Laptop computers are allowed in class for note- taking only. If the temptation to check Facebook or to instant message, text, tweet, etc. is too overwhelming for you, please leave your cell phone and/or computer at home, and plan to take notes the old-fashioned way. I reserve the right to take away computer privileges due to misuse during class. Food and drinks are okay as long as you are not disruptive to others around you.

Academic Integrity:
Academic dishonesty (e.g., plagiarism, fabrication, cheating, etc.) will not be tolerated and will result in a failing grade on a specific assignment, quiz, and/or failure of the course. To learn more about academic dishonesty, please consult Linn-Benton’s student handbook. Violations of these rules will result in disciplinary action in accordance with the university’s procedures and a failure of the assignment.
Information on the Writing Centers:
The Benton Center has highly qualified Writing Center staff for students with varying writing skills. You can also go to LBCC main campus Writing Center, located inside the Learning Center (WH-200). At the Writing Center, a trained writing consultant will work individually with you on anything you're writing (in or out of class), at any point in the writing process from brainstorming to editing. Check out their website at http://www.linnbenton.edu/learning-center/writing-center, call (541) 917-4708, or e-mail  WritingCenter@linnbenton.edu
Diversity:
LBCC prohibits unlawful discrimination based on race, color, religion, ethnicity, use of native language, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, disability, veteran status, age, or any other status protected under applicable federal, state, or local laws.

Email Policy:
In emails to me, please put the course title in the subject line. Include your full name in all emails. If you have questions on an essay, please let me know as soon as possible. If for example, you email me with a question the night before an assignment is due, you cannot expect me to respond to you before class. 
Civility:
To create and preserve a classroom atmosphere that optimizes teaching and learning, all participants share a responsibility in creating a civil and non-disruptive forum. It is likely you may not agree with everything that is said or discussed in the classroom. Courteous behavior and responses are expected. Neither instructor nor student should be subject to others’ behavior that is rude, disruptive, intimidating, or demeaning. Classroom discussion should be civilized and respectful to everyone and relevant to the topic we are discussing. 
Students with Disabilities: 
Services and accommodations are available to students covered under the Americans with Disabilities Act. Students who may need accommodations due to documented disabilities, who have medical information which the instructor should know, or who need special arrangements in an emergency, should speak with the instructor during the first week of class. If you have not accessed services and think you may need them, please contact Disability Services at 917-4789 or go to Red Cedar Hall, Room 105 (on the LBCC Main Campus). 
INCOMPLETE POLICY:
Incompletes are reserved only for those students who have completed the majority of class requirements and have a documented emergency (e.g., illness, family emergency, etc.) that prevents them from completing the course. If you feel that you would qualify for an incomplete grade, you must see me to fill out the appropriate paperwork. *All remaining coursework must be completed before the end of the next academic term.
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