WR 241 – Creative Writing: Fiction
Fall Term 2019 / CRN 22294 / 3 credits

Mondays & Wednesdays 2:30pm – 3:50pm / NSH 206
Instructor Information

Instructor: Robin Cedar
Office Hours: 11:30AM – 12:50PM Tuesdays & Thursdays or by appointment
Office Location: RCH 203
Office Phone: 541-917-4477

Cell Phone: 425-736-3593
E-mail: cedarr@linnbenton.edu
Course Description

Applies elements of short fiction (dialogue, setting, character conflict, etc) using workshop sessions in which students discuss the exercises and stories of their classmates. Note: May be repeated for up to six credits.

PREREQUISITE: Successful completion of WR-121 (or equivalent) with a C or higher.
RECOMMENDED: Successful completion of ENG-104 and a strong preference for reading; if you do not enjoy reading fiction, you will not enjoy this class. 

Learning Outcomes for WR 241
1. Demonstrate the skills of fiction writing (dialogue, setting, character, conflict, etc) through learning and practicing the craft of fiction writing in a workshop environment.  

2. Write and speak effectively about the craft of fiction writing. 

3. Interpret fiction through critical evaluation.

4. Write fiction that addresses elements of the human condition. 

5. Participate in activities that encourage personal awareness, growth, and/or creativity through fiction writing. 

Required Texts

No required text; all readings will be provided digitally.


Required Materials 

· Notebook for notes, free-writing, and writing assignments 

· Access to the internet (our Canvas page) 

· Basic computer literacy (the ability to read, write, and print an electronic document)

How to be Successful in this Class 

1. Attend class! While there is no formal attendance policy for this class, missing more than one week of classes will negatively impact your grade since you will miss important information and materials. Plan to attend every class! 

2. Be prepared for class by completing assignments and readings. The class experience will be richer for you when you have the background information needed. You will not gain anything if you are not prepared. 

3. Challenge yourself to do your best work. You will get from this class what you put into this class. A willingness to learn and grow is important not just for school, but for life. 

4. Review the syllabus and learn the policies/procedures for this class. Understand your rights and responsibilities as a student and as a class member. Save your syllabus throughout the term so you can refer back to it with questions or concerns. 

5. Ask questions, especially if you need clarification. I can’t help you if I don’t know something is wrong. 

Course Requirements 

	Course Requirement 
	Percentage of Grade

	Writing/Story Exercises
	20%

	Workshop Story
	20%

	Workshop Critique Letters
	20%

	Revision Process Memo 
	15%

	Reading Checks/Terms
	10%

	Mood Board
	5%

	Presentation on an Author or Literary Topic
	5%

	Participation/Engagement
	5%


Writing/Story Exercises 

In order to practice the craft techniques and elements we’ll study in our readings, different writing exercises will be assigned in class. Hopefully, these exercises will spark plot ideas and characters for your workshop story. Writing regularly will also improve your voice and confidence as you prepare your workshop story.
Workshop Story

Each student is required to submit one story for workshop during the term. These stories should be 8-10 pages in length and will be due one week prior to your assigned workshop day. You must be present on your workshop day. There is no guarantee that workshops can be rescheduled. An unexcused absence on your day to workshop will result in a zero for the assignment. If you have an emergency or absolutely need to miss your workshop, contact me prior to your workshop day. Your story will be graded on the following:

· Effort – did you meet the page requirement? Is it evident that you put time into your story?

· Visible attempts to develop at least two of the craft elements discussed in class – application of techniques discussed in class.

· Proper grammar, punctuation, verb tense consistency, etc.

· Adherence to formatting guidelines (see policies)

· Timeliness – did you turn it in on time?

· We will not workshop, nor will I grade, stories that are pornographic or gratuitously violent (slasher-esque), or that contain offensive language or actions that go against LBCC’s core values.
Workshop Critique Letters

You are required to write 3 letters over the three weeks of workshop. These letters should be one page, single-spaced and should provide thoughtful analysis of the story, comment on the author’s use of the craft elements we’ve discussed in class and provide specific examples, feedback, and advice for future drafts. They should reflect a close reading of the story rather than simply a skim. You must bring two (2) copies of each letter, one for the writer and one for me.

When you offer revision feedback, please focus on just one or two problematic aspects of the story, rather than offering a cursory mention of 15 small issues. If you’re having trouble thinking of what to write, here are some questions to consider as you formulate your letter: 

· Did you care about the characters? Were you concerned about them? Involved in their lives and problems? (Note: You don’t have to like the characters, but you should care about them.) 

· Is there more showing than telling? 

· Does the author make use of sensory perceptions and concrete details to put us in the scene? 

· Are the sentences varied in rhythm and pleasing to the ear? 

· How well does the author handle the story’s pacing? Are there scenes that seemed rushed or scenes that dragged on too long? 

· Does the author have consistent mechanical problems that impeded your reading of the story?* 

· Is the plot believable? Did the story surprise you or was it predictable? 

*Your role here is not to proofread or edit a story. Do not worry about spelling and grammatical mistakes unless they seriously infringe on your understanding of the story. 
Revision Process Memo 

Write a 2-page double-spaced reflection describing in detail the revision choices you’ll make and your reasoning for these choices. Which comments from workshop were most helpful to you and why? How did reading your classmates’ work inform your process? What has most inspired you during this class? What has been the most challenging part of creative writing and how can you overcome that challenge?

Reading Checks/Terms

It’s essential that you’re reading the assigned craft articles and stories for this class in order to gain an understanding of how authors successfully form narrative. I’ll give a daily reading check to make sure you’re reading closely. 
Mood Board 

After you’ve written your story, create a Pinterest style mood board for your story. Include photos of the characters, setting, cars, homes, and any significant details such as a tattoo or a glass slipper. The mood board should help you visualize not only the details of your story, but the tone (or mood) as well.
Presentation on an Author or Literary Topic 

There will be a sign-up sheet with a list of authors and literary topics for you to choose from. The presentation should be 5 minutes, be given on the projector using Powerpoint, include relevant photographs and biographical information, and discuss the author’s literary career and writing style. 
Participation/Engagement

Part of growing and improving as a writer is being an active member of a supportive writing community. To foster this kind of community, it’s essential that you read closely (both assigned and workshop); that you provide thoughtful, constructive feedback; and that you consistently contribute to class discussion.
Note: There is no final exam for WR 241
Grading 

	Grade Range
	Grade Meaning

	90% - 100% = A 
	Exceptional Achievement

	80% - 89% = B
	Superior Achievement

	70% - 79% = C
	Satisfactory work, meets requirements 

	60% - 69% = D
	Requirements not met, but worthy of credit

	59% and below = F
	Failure to meet requirements


A note on grading: in a writing class, each assignment you turn in does not automatically begin with full points that are then docked as the teacher finds things that are wrong or missing. Rather, each assignment begins with zero points; each point awarded is earned through your effort. 

Please note that I will not “round up” final grades at the end of the term, so please do not ask me to do so. Grades will be calculated based on the preceding scale. 89.9% is a B, 79.6% is a C, etc. To revise any scores simply to alter a final grade defeats the purpose of the carefully-designed rubrics and policies that I must apply across the board to all assignments. 

Statement of Inclusion

To promote academic excellence and learning environments that encourage multiple perspectives and the free exchange of ideas, all courses at LBCC will provide students the opportunity to interact with values, opinions, and/or beliefs different than their own in safe, positive and nurturing learning environments. LBCC is committed to producing culturally literate individuals capable of interacting, collaborating and problem-solving in an ever-changing community and diverse workforce.

Course Policies: General Expectations for Fiction Writing
General Overview: 

You are responsible for your own learning in this class. My job is to provide you with opportunities to expand your understanding of fiction writing, but it is up to you to take advantage of those opportunities effectively! I am always here to help and, my motto is: I can’t help you if I don’t know that something is going on. I ask that you communicate with me and let me know the ways in which I can help your learning in this class. 
“LOL I’m taking this class for the easy A”: 

Well, guess what? You’re right! If you do the work and put in the effort to complete the assignments/readings in this class, you will earn an A. My hope as your professor is to help you build your craft and improve your writing skills; I want you to focus on doing your best work, not on what grades you’re receiving. I hope you’ll challenge yourself to improve as a writer in this course. 
Genre Fiction, Transformative Works, and Excerpts of Novels: 

This class provides the basics for understanding creative writing and fiction writing. I don’t have a requirement of what type of story you’re writing, as long as you’re making a genuine effort to improve your writing and exercise the craft elements we discuss in this class. 
Genre fiction (i.e. fantasy, sci-fi, mystery, romance, etc) is absolutely accepted (and encouraged!) in this class. Please note that certain genres have certain conventions we might not be able to cover in detail in this class, but if you’re familiar with a genre and want to explore it, go for it! 

Transformative works (i.e. fanfiction) are also more than accepted in this class! Just remember that for workshop stories, these will be seen by your peers. If you’re uncertain if you want everyone to read your reimagining of season 8 of Game of Thrones (for instance), perhaps select something else.

While I caution students against bringing in parts of a larger work (a novel, novella, or something you’re writing for NaNoWriMo) because sometimes it can be difficult to understand the full context, if you have a novel you’re working on that you’d like to workshop in this course, we can discuss this. 
Course Policies: Attendance 
Attendance: 

I will take attendance every day. While I do not have a formal attendance policy, I do expect you to attend every class (and especially workshop days). 

Significant unexcused absence/tardiness will affect your participation grade. Additionally, it will affect other aspects of your grade because you will miss important discussion, exercises, and in-class assignments that you will not be able to make up. Please note that contacting me shortly before class, during class time, or after class time will not count as an excused absence. 
However, if you know you will be absent, please contact me as soon as possible (ideally a week beforehand or at least 48 hours beforehand) so we can discuss what work you will miss. Excused absences such as these will give you an opportunity to make up missed classwork. 
Finally, being a body in a seat is not full attendance— while you are in class, you are expected to pay attention, take notes, participate in discussion, and complete writing tasks. I will ask you to leave the class that day if you are not actively learning (i.e. sleeping in class, not paying attention to the course materials, or using your phone extensively).
Workshop Attendance: 

On workshop days, attendance is mandatory. The success of a workshop relies on every person’s ability to show up, do the work, and help a story become the strongest version of itself. Obviously, unforeseen circumstances can befall all of us but understand that if you need to miss a workshop, you must contact me within forty-eight hours. Know that I cannot guarantee a reschedule of your workshop day and, as a result, you might lose a significant amount of points. Please do your absolute best to attend every class, but especially the workshop weeks. 
Missing Class: 

Absence is not an excuse for ignorance. If you miss class, do not simply email me to ask “did we do anything important today” (you’d do well to assume you always missed something important!). I reserve the right to not answer such emails. 
If you are absent, it is your responsibility to contact one of your classmates and/or check Canvas for any learning materials posted (powerpoints, assignment prompts, rubrics, etc) to get the information you missed. If you are truly unable to find an answer to your questions through your peers or through your own investigations, then I’ll be happy to answer emails about specific questions. 

It is your responsibility as a student to make up the work you’ve missed. You are responsible for knowing and implementing any changes to the schedule or expectations on assignments before arriving to the next class. 
Course Policies: Classroom Expectations
Class Participation: 

This is a writing class, but the success of the class relies on active participation during discussions and activities. Failure to participate, answer questions, complete tasks, etc, will result in me asking you to leave the class that day and might negatively affect your grade. 
Please note that this class requires your ability and willingness to work with your peers. If you are nervous about sharing your writing or speaking with other students, this might not be the class for you. I’m happy to talk to you in more detail if you’d like to discuss class expectations. 

Classroom Conduct: 

Behaviors that are disruptive to learning will not be tolerated. Any behaviors that create a hostile, offensive, or intimidating environment based on gender, race, ethnicity, religion, age, disability, martial status, or sexual orientation will result in dismissal from the class, failing of the class, disciplinary action, or public safety involvement. 

I ask as students of this class that you come to this class with an open mind and with a desire to practice empathy; many stories will tackle topics and issues that might cause strong reactions. However, if we are all willing to be kind, understanding, and empathetic to our peers, we will create an environment that encourages connection and compassion. 

Workshops and Class Discussions: 

During group discussions in class, please adhere to the following guidelines: Be respectful of your classmates’ ideas and thoughts. 

· Present only constructive criticism and take responsibility for your comments (i.e. “I didn’t understand this character’s motivations” instead of “You didn’t do enough with this character”). 

· Assume that your peers’ comments are genuinely motivated and not mean spirited or malicious in intent, whether they are directed toward you or another writer.

· Workshop will commence immediately at the start of class. Please come on time and remember to collect the next batch of stories before you leave. 

· Students who voluntarily, regularly, and generously participate in workshop discussion will get the most out of this class and significantly improve their grade. 

High School Students: 

If you are a student currently enrolled in high school taking college-level courses at LBCC, keep in mind that I will not fill out progress reports before, during, or after class time. You will be required to meet with me during my office hours or by appointment for me to fill out these reports. Simply handing them to me will result in me handing it back without filling it out. Please plan accordingly to give yourself enough time to fill this requirement. 
Course Policies: Assignment Expectations
Submitting Assignments: 

All assignments will be due by the start of class on their due date listed. All work must be typed using standard MLA conventions, printed out, and turned in properly stapled (no dog-eared pages or paper clipped work will be accepted). Any work turned in to me by email or through a shared google doc will be ignored and considered late until I receive a hard copy. 

Formatting Guidelines: 

Except where noted, assignments should be double-spaced and use standard (1 inch) margins. Use 12-point, Times New Roman font. Multi-page documents should be numbered and stapled (not dog-eared or paper-clipped). 
Late Assignments: 

Be sure you are planning accordingly in order to get your work in on time. Late work will lose 5% of its total grade for each day it is late. If an assignment has not been turned in within four days of its due date, I will no longer accept it unless you discuss with me through email. Late work will not receive written feedback from me. 
Please note that I will not accept late work for anything relating to workshop— story, letters, or revision memos. It is imperative that you get these assignments in on time. 
If you are concerned that you will not be able to make a due date, please let me know so we can work together on solutions— in most cases, if I am contacted 48 hours before a due date, I will be willing to grant an extension request. Keeping in contact with your instructor is key! 
Make-Up Assignments: 

If you are concerned about your grade because of a missed or failed assignment, you can get in touch with me and we can discuss make-up assignments. However, this will require more work on your part and make-up assignments cannot earn higher than 75%. So, it’s always better to complete the original assignment. I also reserve the right to deny a request for make-up assignments. I refuse all requests that I receive after week 7. 
Please note that anything relating to workshop— story, letters, or revision memos— cannot be made-up. Make sure you are completing these assignments to the best of your ability and on time. 

Plagiarism / Cheating: 

Students at LBCC are expected to behave honestly. Any plagiarism – that is, using ideas, information, words, phrases, sentences, or paragraphs from someone else’s essay, book, article, website, etc. without giving full accurate credit to the original source – including forgetting to put quote marks on copy-paste – has serious consequences, up to an F for the class and/or a written report for further disciplinary action. Recycling your own work from other classes is considered self-plagiarism and is not allowed without prior written approval from me.

Extra Credit: 

There are two opportunities for extra credit in this course. 
1. Go to the Writing Center. If you go to the Writing Center to receive feedback (and a stamp) on any writing assignment for this class, you will receive extra credit on that assignment. (Limit one extra credit boost per assignment.) 
2. Attend a Literary Event. If you attend a literary event (at LBCC, OSU, or in the community) and write a short (2-3 paragraph) summary of your experience, you will receive extra credit in the “Exercises” or “Participation” section of your grade (your choice of which place you’d like it). I ask that you double-check with me about the event you wish to attend, if you’re uncertain if it counts as a literary event. 
Course Policies: Electronic Policies
Electronics During Class: 

Cell phone use during class is disrespectful and distracting – to your classmates, to me, and to yourself as a learner. Please keep your cell phone packed away during class. 
Because I will be making the required readings available digitally, laptops and tablets will be allowed on the days we discuss the stories. I would prefer if you could print out each story but understand if you cannot. Continued or disruptive use of electronics in class outside of the appropriate reasons will affect your overall participation grade. 

When using electronics, please be mindful of the people around you— if you are using your computer for non-class related things, this will prove distracting to your fellow students. If you’ll be easily distracted by your electronic device, please consider using a printed-out copy of the readings instead.

Canvas: 

This class will use the online platform Canvas instead of Moodle. I use Canvas because most four-year universities use Canvas, so this provides you practice learning this platform. However, it is not supported by LBCC so if you ever encounter problems with Canvas, please contact me rather than the student help desk. 

Canvas will allow you to access class materials you may have lost/missed. It will also allow you to access your current grade during the term. We will use Canvas to turn in our workshop stories during workshop weeks. Additionally, you will be able to access the day’s readings through Canvas (since we do not use a textbook). 
Contacting Me: 

The easiest and fastest way to contact me is through my LBCC email (available on the first page of this syllabus). Please note that, legally, I can only communicate with you regarding the class, your assignments, feedback, and grades through your official LBCC email. I will not respond to non-LBCC emails. 

I will endeavor to respond to emails within 24 hours; if it has been longer than 48 hours and you have not heard back from me, send me a follow-up email or check with me during class. However, I stop checking my email after 6pm every week day and I do not check my email consistently on weekends. Please plan accordingly when contacting me. 

It is your responsibility as a student to conduct yourself with rhetorical awareness, compassion, and consideration in your correspondence. Therefore, emails that are not properly addressed or without the proper respect and awareness expected of a student to teacher email will remain unanswered. 

I reserve the right not to respond to emails that ask questions I have already answered in class, on the syllabus, or on an assignment sheet.

Resources Available to You 

Student Disability Accommodations: 

You should meet with your instructor during the first week of class if: 

1.You have a documented disability and need accommodations. 

2.Your instructor needs to know medical information about you. 

3.You need special arrangements in the event of an emergency. 

If you have documented your disability, remember that you must make your request for accommodations through the Center for Accessibility Resources Online Services web page every term in order to receive accommodations. If you believe you may need accommodations but are not yet registered with CFAR, please visit the CFAR website at www.linnbenton.edu/cfar for steps on how to apply for services or call 541-917-4789. 

Writing Center and OWL (Online Writing Lab):

From invention to revision, beginning to end, the LBCC Writing Center can help you take your writing to the next level. Please feel free to drop in during regular hours to work one-on-one with a Writing Assistant. In addition to your draft, bring your assignment and any questions you have. You may also submit your writing online at lbcc.writingcenteronline.net where you will get a personalized response within 2-3 business days. www.linnbenton.edu/go/learning-center/writinghelp
College Skills Zone: 

The College Skills Zone offers an interactive, quieter study space in the Learning Center, where students can access drop-in help related to college success and reading strategies and college writing fundamentals.  Here, students can learn and practice grammatical skills, organizational skills, time management skills, and other college-specific skills such as studying, preparing for finals, or managing schedules. More information can be found: www.linnbenton.edu/current-students/study/learning-center/college-skills-zone 

Roadrunner Resource Center:

Any student who has difficulty affording groceries or accessing sufficient food to eat every day, or who lacks a safe and stable place to live, and believes this may affect their performance in this course, is urged to contact the Roadrunner Resource Center for support (resources@linnbenton.edu , or visit www.linnbenton.edu/RRC  under Student Support for Current Students). Their office can help students get connected to resources to help. Furthermore, please notify the professor if you are comfortable in doing so. This will enable them to provide any resources that they may possess, as well.

Diversity Achievement Center:

The Diversity Achievement Center (DAC) provides a welcoming, safe, inclusive and culturally respectful learning, meeting, study and social space where all students are welcome. The DAC provides opportunities to learn about diversity, cultural enrichment, inclusion and unity in a relaxing atmosphere for students of all walks of life. Students can study, socialize or just hang out. The DAC also offers opportunities for skill development, coaching, mentorship and empowerment that enhance capacity for self-advocacy in a diverse world, along with helping students with academic and career choices. www.linnbenton.edu/dac
Note: Instructor reserves the right to make changes in the course syllabus. 
