WR 121 – English Composition 
Fall Term 2018 /Sec 14/ CRN 20703 / 3 credits
T/Th 2:30-3:50 PM North Santiam Hall 207
Instructor: Wesley Snyder
Office Hours: 1:30-2:20 Tuesday and Thursday/by appointment
Office Location: Takena-232
Office Phone: 541-917-4890 (much better to email me, though!)


E-mail: snyderw@linnbenton.edu
Final Exam: TBA
Course Description
Covers processes and fundamentals of writing expository essays, including rhetorical structure, organization and development, diction and style, revision and editing, mechanics and standard usage required for college-level writing. Emphasizes developing critical thinking skills.
PREREQUISITE: Placement by CPT or successful completion of WR115.

Learning Outcomes for WR 121
1. Analyze the rhetorical needs (the interaction of audiences, purpose/outcome, and subject) of a variety of academic and practical writing assignments. 
2. Apply appropriate levels of critical thinking strategies (knowledge, comprehension, application, analysis, synthesis, evaluation) in response to the rhetorical needs of an assignment. 
3. Implement appropriate rhetorical elements and organization (introduction, thesis, development and support, rebuttal, visuals, narration, conclusion, etc.) in response to the rhetorical needs of an assignment. 
4. Locate, evaluate, and integrate high-quality information and opinion in response to the rhetorical needs of an assignment. 
5. Craft sentences and paragraphs that communicate their ideas clearly and effectively using words, sentence patterns, and writing conventions to make their writing clear, credible, and persuasive.
​​
Required Text:
· They Say I Say: Moves That Matter In Academic Writing. (Without Readings) 4th Edition by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein. ISBN: 978-0-393-63167-8
· Additional readings will be provided on Canvas
Optional Text:

· The Little Seagull Handbook With Exercises. 3rd Edition. Bullock, Brody, and Weinberg. ISBN: 9780393602647
Required Materials 
· Paper and a pen or pencil for in-class writing
· Three Green Book examination booklets from the Bookstore (one for use daily in class; another 2 for the Final).

· Access to word processor, Adobe Acrobat pdf reader, the internet, and minimal software requirements to use our Canvas page. (See Canvas Requirements) 

How to be Successful in this Class 
1. Attend class!
2. Be prepared for class by completing assignments & readings. The class experience will be richer for you when you have the background information needed.

3. Challenge yourself to do your best work. You will get from this class what you put into this class. 

4. Review the syllabus and learn the policies/procedures for this class. Understand your rights and responsibilities as a student and as a class member.

5. Ask questions, especially if you need clarification.

6. When confused, challenged, frustrated, or having an “aha” moment, visit the instructor during office hours. 

Course Requirements 
Instructor’s grades of classroom activities, participation, and assignments make up 70% of the overall WR-121 grade. The final exam makes up 30% of your final grade. Each assignment will have more specifics as they are introduced throughout the term. Below is a breakdown of percentages: 

Major Essays








425 pts

Essay 1








100 pts


Essay 2








100 pts


Revision Plan and Post-Draft Outline




25   pts


Essay 3








200 pts

Green Books








154 pts

Digital Argument







76   pts
Practice Final Exam 







45   pts
Final Exam 








300 pts
Course Total








1000 pts

· Students will write three major essays. In these essays, students will demonstrate mastery of a writing process (pre-writing, shaping, drafting, and revising) which will factor towards participation points. 
· Students will pass an exit final exam (holistically graded) worth 30% of the final grade. In a two-hour testing situation, students critically read a short essay then handwrite a summary and response paragraph.  
Grading 
90% - 100% = A 

80% - 89% = B 

70% - 79% = C

60% - 69% = D

59% and below = F 

Statement of Inclusion
To promote academic excellence and learning environments that encourage multiple perspectives and the free exchange of ideas, all courses at LBCC will provide students the opportunity to interact with values, opinions, and/or beliefs different than their own in safe, positive and nurturing learning environments. LBCC is committed to producing culturally literate individuals capable of interacting, collaborating and problem-solving in an ever-changing community and diverse workforce.

Course Policies 
Green Books
Beginning the second day of class, we will use Green Book examination booklets (available at the LBCC Bookstore) at the start of every class period. These “Green Books” will be the way in which you receive credit for the reading you do outside of class, as well as allowing you a space, in class, to further engage with that material. Usually, we will begin our class by writing in our Green Books. Usually, I will ask you to engage with that day’s reading more extensively by using guided freewriting in your Green Book, or by answering more pointed questions about that day’s reading. Some practical information:
· I will collect these books every class period so that I can grade your entries by the next class. Therefore, I’ll keep the books in my office, so you won’t need to worry about bringing the book unless you run out of room mid-quarter and need a new one.

· You will complete the Green Book assignments at the beginning of every class period. If you are late or absent, you cannot make that day’s assignment up. 
· The Green Books are worth 154 points or about 15% of your course grade. Green Book grades may not be entered into Canvas until the end of the term. It is your responsibility to periodically calculate your Green Book grade if you want an accurate reflection of your grade in the course.

· Each entry is worth 11 points and there are 16 class meetings this term in which we’ll have an opportunity to write a Green Book. This means that—theoretically—you can miss three entries (one week of class) and still earn full credit. This also means that you could earn more than the 154 points designated. These extra points will be accepted as extra credit. This is the only opportunity for extra credit in this class!
Green Books will be graded as follows:

 
11 pts—
entry shows a clear understanding of, or concerted engagement with, the content of the assigned reading. Entry uses specific examples (quote, paraphrase, or summary) from the reading to support claims. There is no doubt that the student read the assigned reading.

 
8-10 pts—
 entry shows some understanding of, or some engagement with the content of the assigned reading. Entry uses some examples (quote, paraphrase, or summary) from the reading to support claims. There is no doubt that the student read the assigned reading.

 

7-0 pts— 
entry shows little to no understanding of or engagement with the content of the  assigned reading. Entry uses few or no examples (quote, paraphrase, or summary) from the reading to support claims. It is unclear whether the student read the assigned reading.
Bring Readings to Class
In small, reading-based classrooms like this one, it is essential to come to class having done each reading and prepared to discuss it. One requisite for discussing a reading is having it in front of you. Bring each day’s reading in either print or electronic form (but not to be read on your phone.)
· Electronic Devices in the Classroom: There are moments in which it will be convenient to use electronic devices like laptops or e-readers in the classroom, so these devices are allowed only during activities or in-class work. Laptops and other devices are not permitted during any other time (especially during lectures/lessons). Phones are not laptops nor e-readers, and are not permitted. If you abuse these devices (e.g. by surfing the web, doing other assignmetns, chatting, or anything else unrelated to our classroom learning) and they become a distraction, I reserve the right to do things the old fashioned way. 

Attendance
I will take attendance every day. While I will not take points off for poor attendance, missing too many classes will affect your grade, because you will miss Green Book entries and in-class activities that you will not be able to make up.  If you know that you will miss class, please let me know in advance. It is your responsibility, if you are absent, to find out from your classmates any course material you may have missed. It is your responsibility to make up missed work or turn in assignments. All reading should be completed before coming to class!
Class Participation

Being a body in a seat is not participation– while you are in class, you are expected to pay attention, take notes, participate in discussion, and complete writing tasks. Additionally, your presence in class is one of the ways in which you craft your ethos as a student. (And that ethos goes a lot further than most students think!) Participation will be displayed by engaging in discussions, working in groups with your classmates, participating in in-class activities, and meeting with me during my office hours. Participation is evaluated holistically, that is to say “by impression”. However, if my impression is that you are not as engaged in this class as you should be, or if you miss 3 days on which we have in-class activities scheduled (see Course Calendar), I reserve the right to penalize participation points from your final grade and/or invite you to my office to discuss ways to remedy the problem.
Submitting Assignments
Most Writing Exercises will be due in class or by the start of class. Please be sure that your name is on the assignment, that the date and Writing Exercise number is listed, and that it is properly stapled if need be (not paper-clipped or dog-eared). For major essays and assignments, most work will be due on Canvas by 11:59 on the date it is listed on the Course Calendar. More information will be available on Canvas. 

Late Assignments: 
Unless you contact me to request an extension 48 hours before a due date, late work will lose 5% of its total grade for each day it is late. Please Note: asking for an extension does not necessarily mean that I will grant it, but I am generally willing to work with your schedule if you know things are stacking up. If an assignment has not been turned in within a week (7 days) of its due date, I will no longer accept it, and it will not receive credit. This is to ensure that you don’t fall too far behind. Note that late work will not receive written feedback from me. If you are concerned that you will not be able to make a due date, please let me know. Keeping in contact with your instructor is key! 
This Late Work Policy does not apply to the Green Book or to the In-Class Practice Exam. Green Books and the Practice Exam will not be accepted late.
Extensions

If you feel as though your schedule does not permit you to complete an assignment to the best of your ability, please see me ahead of time and we’ll discuss an extension. Extension requests must be made, in writing, 2 full days before the assignment is due. They must also include a rationale for the extension and a new due date. 

Class Participation
This is primarily a writing class but the class will only be successful if students are participating in class discussions about the read material. Participation will be displayed through completing in-class writing exercises, and meeting with me during my office hours. 

Extra Credit
I do not offer extra credit beyond what is available via Green Books (see above section.1) However, if you are concerned about your grade because of a missed or failed assignment, you can get in touch with me and we can discuss make-up assignments. However, this will require more work on your part, so it’s always better to complete the original assignments to the best of your ability. 

Canvas
LBCC uses Moodle for its official online platform. However, this class will use Canvas, as its platform is easier to navigate, and it is the official LMS of Oregon State University. Canvas allows me to make class materials available online for easier access. It is also where you will submit your major assignments online. If you ever have any difficulty navigating or accessing Canvas, please get in touch with me as soon as possible. 

Contacting Me
The easiest and fastest way to contact me is through my LBCC email (available on the first page of this syllabus). Please note that, legally, I can only communicate with you regarding the class, your assignments, feedback, and grades through your official LBCC email. I will try to respond to emails within twenty-four hours. I stop checking my email after 5pm every weekday and I do not check my email consistently on weekends. Please plan accordingly when needing to ontact me. 

I will regularly send out emails to the class so please be sure that you are checking your LBCC email regularly. You are responsible for checking your email for announcements from me. “I didn’t see it,” will not be an acceptable excuse for failing to follow directions. 

Classroom Environment
The success of our class discussions and activities depends on your being physically and mentally present, as well as respectful. Cell phone use during class is disrespectful and distracting – to your classmates, to me, and to yourself as a learner. Please keep your cell phone packed away during class. (Of course, if you are waiting on a call for emergencies, please let me know at the start of class.) Laptop use is not permitted unless sanctioned by me. 

Respect
We all come from different backgrounds and experiences, and the classroom is a safe environment where anyone has the right to learn. Disruptive, disrespectful, or dangerous behavior will not be tolerated. If you create a hostile environment in the classroom for others, I will ask you to leave. If at any point you feel uncomfortable during class for whatever reason, please let me know (in person or in email, whichever makes you most comfortable). My hope is that this will be a safe and fun environment for everyone to learn – so do your best to treat others as you would want to be treated.
Plagiarism / Cheating
Students at LBCC are expected to behave honestly. Any plagiarism – that is, using ideas, information, words, phrases, sentences, or paragraphs from someone else’s essay, book, article, website, etc. without giving full accurate credit to the original source – including forgetting to put quote marks on copy-paste – has serious consequences, up to an F for the class and/or a written report for further disciplinary action. Recycling your own work from other classes is considered self-plagiarism and is not allowed without prior written approval from me.
Resources Available to You 
Student Disability Accommodations: 

You should meet with your instructor during the first week of class if: 
1.You have a documented disability and need accommodations. 

2.Your instructor needs to know medical information about you. 

3.You need special arrangements in the event of an emergency. 
If you have documented your disability, remember that you must make your request for accommodations through the Center for Accessibility Resources Online Services web page every term in order to receive accommodations. If you believe you may need accommodations but are not yet registered with CFAR, please visit the CFAR website at www.linnbenton.edu/cfar for steps on how to apply for services or call 541-917-4789. 
Library: 

The librarians at LBCC can provide assistance with research and location of resources available to you as a student, including online databases and hard-copy materials. 

Writing Center and OWL (Online Writing Lab):
From invention to revision, beginning to end, the LBCC Writing Center can help you take your writing to the next level. Please feel free to drop in during regular hours to work one-on-one with a Writing Assistant. In addition to your draft, bring your assignment and any questions you have. You may also submit your writing online at lbcc.writingcenteronline.net where you will get a personalized response within 1 – 2 business days. www.linnbenton.edu/go/learning-center/writinghelp
Tutoring Center:
If you are enrolled in a credit course at LBCC, you are eligible to use the Learning Center tutoring service for free. http://www.linnbenton.edu/tutoring-center 
Diversity Achievement Center:
The Diversity Achievement Center (DAC) provides a welcoming, safe, inclusive and culturally respectful learning, meeting, study and social space where all students are welcome. The DAC provides opportunities to learn about diversity, cultural enrichment, inclusion and unity in a relaxing atmosphere for students of all walks of life. Students can study, socialize or just hang out. The DAC also offers opportunities for skill development, coaching, mentorship and empowerment that enhance capacity for self-advocacy in a diverse world, along with helping students with academic and career choices. www.linnbenton.edu/dac
Note: Instructor reserves the right to make changes in the course syllabus. 
