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COMMUNITY COLLEGE




WR 121 English Composition
Day/Time MWF 5-6 PM Classroom NSH-208
Section 18 CRN 30213
Instructor: Jaime Zinck


Email: zinckj@linnbenton.edu Phone: 541-223-4995
Office: PTF




Office hours: M, W, 6:00-7:00 Albany TR 5:00-6:00 Leb.






Required Text

They Say, I Say Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein 

Required:  Access to email 

Class Materials 

A pencil or pen and 8.5x11 lined white paper for in-class writing

A flat folder with horizontal pockets for saving & submitting work neatly
Access to a computer and printer
Course Objectives

WR 121 is designed to help you develop and strengthen your academic writing skills and prepare you for other writing you will do at LBCC. Our emphasis in WR 121 is on the process of writing, which includes reading and research, critical thinking, prewriting, drafting, and multiple revisions.  Because the final product is important, much of our class time will be spent on this multi-step process. Attendance and participation are vital and are required for success in this class. Instructor conferences and peer review as well as consultation with the Writing Center will guide your various drafts.   
Outcomes
Successful students in WR 121 demonstrate their ability in Academic Writing in the following areas:
Rhetorical Knowledge
· Respond to different rhetorical situations and audiences – especially academic audiences – using appropriate format and structure; claims, support, evidence, and appeals; and voice, tone, and level of formality. 

Critical Thinking, Reading, and Writing for Information Literacy
· Use writing and reading for inquiry, learning, thinking, and communicating 

· Locate, read, evaluate, analyze, and synthesize appropriate print and online primary and secondary sources

· Integrate personal ideas (“I say”) with those of others (“they say”) ethically and effectively
Processes
· Use multiple informal and formal drafts to create, re-think, revise and complete a successful text 

· Develop flexible strategies for generating, revising, editing, and proof-reading 

· Collaborate in the writing process and critique personal and peers’ works

      Knowledge of and Skill Using Conventions
· Use appropriate academic page formats and genre conventions 

· Document sources correctly within the essay and on the works cited page with MLA
· Use correct syntax, grammar, word choice, punctuation, and spelling, etc.
Participation & Attendance

Participation is expected.  Active participation—voicing your opinions by regularly speaking in class, asking questions, sharing in-class writing, contributing to group activities, and posting to Moodle – is essential,
Because conferences, peer editing, and the library session are so key to our course, missing those days lowers the grade on that paper. Sometimes conferences can be rescheduled and peer editing carried out electronically. See me for details.
Statement Regarding Students with Disabilities:  Accommodations are collaborative efforts between students, faculty the Services department. Let me know if you need assistance.
 Classroom Conduct: The classroom is a special environment in which students and faculty come together to promote learning and growth. It is essential to this learning environment that respect for the rights of others seeking to learn, respect for the professionalism of the instructor, and the general goals of academic freedom are maintained. Differences of viewpoint or concerns should be expressed in terms which are supportive of the learning process, creating an environment in which students and faculty may learn to reason with clarity and compassion, to share of themselves without losing their identities, and to develop and understanding of the community in which they live.   Behaviors that are disruptive to learning include but are not limited to:  talking while others are speaking, using cell phones, texting, reading the newspaper, arriving late or leaving early.  Conduct which disrupts the learning process shall not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and/or removal from class.  

Academic Dishonesty, in any form, is not tolerated. Any plagiarism or use of someone else’s writing (including sentences or phrases), information, or ideas without proper attribution and citations – intentional or accidental – may result in an F on the paper or for the course. Recycling your own work from other classes is considered self-plagiarism and is not allowed.

Formal Essays
The three formal essays are submitted in portfolio format.  Portfolios include two or three drafts of the assigned paper, showing significant revision. Portfolio completeness is part of your grade. Assignment handouts explain each Unit.
Grading

Papers are graded according to the LBCC English Department scoring guide, using four criteria: 

1) Quality and depth of thinking, 

2) Organization and coherence, 

3) Style and technique, 

4) Use of conventions.  

Papers are due in class on the day they are due; late work and incomplete portfolios lose points and may not be accepted. All three essays and the final must be submitted in order to pass.  The final grade for the term is determined by the portfolio grades, with attendance and participation factored in at the end.  

· Essay #1 – Thematic Synthesis Exploring Ideas – 20%

· Essay #2 – Engaging in Exploratory Research – 20%

· Essay #3 – Creating a Rhetorically Informed Argument - 20%
· Homework (total for the term) – 10%

· The WR 121 Final- 30 %

As a result of taking academically oriented, transfer level writing classes at LBCC (WR 115, 121, 122, 123, 227), students will be able to:

1. Analyze the rhetorical needs (the interaction of audiences, purpose/outcome, and subject) of a variety of academic and practical writing assignments.

2. Apply appropriate levels of critical thinking strategies (knowledge, comprehension, application, analysis, synthesis, evaluation) in response to the rhetorical needs of an assignment.

3. Implement appropriate rhetorical elements and organization (introduction, thesis, development and support, rebuttal, visuals, narration, conclusion, etc.) in response to the rhetorical needs of an assignment.

4. Locate, evaluate, and integrate high quality information and opinion in response to the rhetorical needs of an assignment.

5. Craft sentences and paragraphs that communicate their ideas clearly and effectively using words, sentence patterns, and writing conventions to make their writing clear, credible, and persuasive.
While these are universal academic writing outcomes, each transfer level writing class at LBCC emphasizes a different aspect of academic writing:

WR 115 emphasizes summary and response writing.

WR 121 emphasizes expository and analytical writing.

WR 122 emphasizes persuasive writing.

WR 123 emphasizes research based writing that integrates expository and persuasive writing.

WR 227 emphasizes technical writing and has additional outcomes related to the specific rhetorical needs of technical situations.
