ART VS. AIDS

Oregon City photographer uses her pictures to help
children suffering from AIDS epidemicin Africa » Pg.9

SILENT YOGA

Hearing impaired student uses sign language
interpreter to succeed in Yoga class

» Pg.5
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Christmas Spires

A scale model of Albany’s historic Whitespires Church is one of the featured attractions
among the more than 60 displays in the 27" annual Christmas Storybook Land at the
Linn County Fair and Expo Center.The event opens Saturday, Dec.7.See story on page 7.

Childcare costs
could triple at LB

by Wendy Geist
of The Commuter

About40 peopleattended the
LBCC Board of Education meet-
ing Nov. 20 to show their con-
cern for proposed budget cuts at
the Family Resource Center.

In an effort to reduce LB's
budgetby $2.3 millionnextyear,
the college plans to cut pro-
grams. The Family Resource
Center was given an early warn-
ing to help them find alternative
funds. LB spendsabout $292,000
each year on FRC staff salaries.

The current program requires
parents to participate in a co-op
at the center in which they must

work and attend seminars with

pay only $375 per term for child
care services. If salaries of the
center’s eight teachers are cut,
parents will have to pay a mar-
ket rate of $430 a month for
childcare at LB.

Liz Pearce-Smith, a parent at
the FRC and education/child
and family studies instructor,

explained to the board the im-

portance of the fact that the FRC
is a nationally accredited center
and theonly onein Linn County.
The center serves 70 children
ages 2 to 5. Smith is worried that
parents will have to pay triple
for childcare services, but also
stresses the richness of the co-op
experience.

“It's about creating commu-
nities. The Family Resource Cen-
ter is not just about childcare,
it's about the parents,” said
Smith.

Leta Brown, a classified staff
at LBCC who relies heavily on
the convenience of sending her
4-year-old tothe FRC, said, “The
day that.changed my and my

son's life was the day we were

gram.”

The lessons she learned, she
has put into action. Brown ex-
plained how a temperament
class opened her eyes. She said
she has gained a better relation-
ship with hersonand has shared
what she has learned with other
parents,

+ Tumto “FRC" on Pg.4

Students invited to share budget concerns at forums

by Wendy Geist
of The Commuter

In January, Stu-
dent Life & Leader-
ship will host an on-
campus forum con-
cerning LBCC'’s bud-
get and will co-host
another forum with
OSU on the topic of

Jon Carnahan

Measure 28.

The first forum will be held Jan. 9 from
11 am. to 1 p.m. in the Alsea/Calapooia
Room in the College Center. President
Jon Carnahan will speak about the LB’s
budget crisis and take questions.

ASGStudent Body President Roxanne
Allen says this will be a good time for
students to voice their opinions to
Carnahan regarding any cuts that have
or will be made to their programs.

Recommendations for cuts will be
made to LB’s Board of Education Dec. 18
in an effort to reduce next year’s budget
by at least $2.3 million.

The second forum, which willbeabout
Measure 28, will be held Jan. 13 at 6 p-m.
in the Memorial Union Lounge at OSU.
The forum will be open to OSU, LBCC
and the community. A special election
onJan. 28 will determine whether people
are willing to pay a three-year temporary

income tax. If it passes, it will provide
funds for all state funded institutions
including colleges.

LBCC stands to lose $1 million if the
voters reject the measure, and OSU will
also lose a lot of money, says Allen, who
is working with OSU’s student govern-
ment to organize the forum.

Allen says the goal of the forum will
be to give people the opportunity to voice
their concerns in front of the community.

Christmas tree decorating to bring holiday cheer to campus

their own decorations. The Student Life and Leader-

by Shannon Reddicks

of The Commuter

Christmas tree.

The tree was donated by Debra Brush from Tangent,

ndrew Taylor, health recreation spec:ahst

tall by 6 ft. wide.

Oregon and according to Taylor, the tree is about 20 ft.

ship plan to use a ladder or even a lift to place the
decorations on the tree.

The tree decorating will be on Dec. 4, and begin at

The tree will be decurated with multicolored hghis
400 ornaments and tinsel acquired from the Student
Programming Board. Students are also invited to bring

12 p.m. near the center of the Courtyard, and a choir
will be performing from 12 to 12:20 p.m. Refresh-
ments will include cookies and eggnog.

and Darrel McGie, political activities spe
cialist from Student Life and Leadership
have both teamed together to bring LBCC its own
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Food for thought: mean holiday attitudes

s we return to class, fat

tened by Thanksgiving

dinner and about to enter

the holiday seasonal

frenzy, I want to give ev-
eryone some food for thought.

Charity. . . Americans still think of
themselves as charitable people, and 1
believe they are, or have a desire to be.
But I also believe that a mean-spirited
attitude is rearing its ugly head at the
holiday table. There is apparently wide-
spread notion that all people on assis-
tance are lazy drug addicts, that people
on “welfare” are robbing the taxpayers
of their hard-earned dollars and that we
are being bankrupted by welfare expen-
ditures.

In reality, it is tough to get any assis-
tance at all, welfare “reform” has created
many obstacles in the way of achieving
any monetary grant at all and the small
amount anyone is eligible for is not even
close to subsistence level. _

The last posted year (1994), of federal
expenditures for Aid to Families with
Dependent Children in Oregon totaled a
paltry $248,605, excluding food stamp
benefits, but including administrative
costs.

TheState of Oregon shoulders the main
burden of expenditures for the Adult
and Family Services program— $ 1.2 bil-
lion was estimated for the last biennium.

The focus over the last few years has
been to move families from welfare to

jobs. Unfortunately, the majority of jobs.

available are minimum wage. Anyone
who has tried to survive on a minimum
wage job, even without a family to sup-
port, knows just how impossible a task it
is. Once you have a minimum wage job
you are phased off of medical assistance
and the other safety-net programs.
Now to put this into perspective, the

federal government spends $870 million
on each B2 bomber. The B2 is a nuclear
weapons delivery system whose mission
has never been defined and that is un-
used. For the cost of one B2 bomber, 29
thousand jobs paying a living wage of
$30,000 dollars a year could be funded. If
other unnecessary nuclear weapons pro-
grams were canceled, the resulting $8.2
billion in savings

of the Soviet Union. Actually, the mili-
tary budget was increased toward the
end of the Clinton Administration. Our
society could be vastly improved by re-
directing some of the over $300 billion
the military receives annually.

When we spend over $200billion on an
untested, unworkable missile defense
project, which is still only in the experi-

mental design

could fund 273,333 phase, weare de-

such jobs. priving the fami-
Oregonis in seri- lies of America

ous financial AdEIE vital services.

trouble. We are
struggling to main-
tain a minimum of
services. If the Janu-
ary 28 funding mea-
sure doesn’t pass,
we will lose some vital monies, affecting
services to the mentally ill, schools and
senior services to mention just a couple
of the effects.

Many of us at LBCC have low in-
comes. Some of us have had setbacks in
life, such as accidents, layoffs or abusive
relationships. We find ourselves strug-
gling to better ourselves without benefit
of mom and dad paying our tuition, and
with no safety net when the food money
runs out before the end of the month.

Before the collapse of the Soviet Union,
the United States spent 60 percent of its
military budget on the protection of Eu-
rope against Soviet attack. The Soviet

Union collapsed in great part because of

its unbridled military expenditures. They
were caught in a security dilemma that
proved to be an unending drain on their
resources.

We are notimmune from this problem
ourselves.

In the US. we have not diminished
our military spending since the collapse

We have one
of the highest in-
fant mortality
rates in the in-
dustrialized na-
tions, in part be-
cause we are the only industrialized na-
tion that does nothavehealth care. Coun-
tries that have the welfare of their own
population as a priority, provide health
care, parenting benefits, child care and
many other services to make the lives of
their citizens better and improve the sta-
bility of their societies. Instead, the U.S.
pours money down the hole we call a
defense budget while the people of
America suffer and go without vital ser-
vices to line the pockets of fat cats in the
military industrial complex.

Itis time toinform ourselves. We must
help change our society for the betterand
to join much of the rest of the world in

- prioritizing our expenditures to benefit

and strengthen our country.

True national security rests ina strong
and resilient economy, which is less
vulnerable to outside pressures, and in
the population’s health, educational op-
portunities and morale.

I know that it seems complicated to
gain information on what the federal

budget actually gets spent on. But an
informed and active citizenry can change
things. Once we understand the basic
impact of what can be accomplished by
even aslight change in military expendi-
tures, we should have more impetus to
vote for people that want to change the
system. If politicians understood that
Americans have a changing sense of pri-
orities, they would run on different plat-
forms. We cannot accomplish this unless
we inform ourselves and speak out.

On the local level, there are many
small things you can do that will make
you feel good about yourself. Local busi-
nesses have Christmas trees set up with
tags on them with the name and age of a
local child. You can buy something for
that child and bring it back to the busi-
ness. You get to choose what to buy and
you know it is going to a local kid.

You can donate to the school clothing
program, donate supplies to the Boys
and Girls Club, work at the soup kitchen,
offer to watch the children for someone
you know who is trying to get a job,
mentor a teen, bring just a couple of cans
of food toa food drive, dig up a couple of
sweaters you don’t wear anymore and
donate them to Vina Moses— the list is
endless.

We do have the power to change the
country. We ARE the government. We
also have the power to make those in our
communities feel as if they belong and
matter as human beings. This holiday
season try making someone else feel
good, it will become a habit and you
might start doing it all year round. I
promise you that nothing will make you
feel better than to bring a smile to some-
one else’s face.

I hope everyone has a joyful holiday
season, surrounded by those they love.
That is what really matters.
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EXPRESS YOURSELF

The Commuter encourages readers to use its “Opinion”
pages to express their views on campus, community, re-
gional and national issues. Both letters to the editor and guest
columns are welcome. Letters should be limited to 250 words,
but columns can be longer.

All letters received will be published, space permitting,
unless they are considered by the editor to be potentially
libelous or in poor taste.

Drop letters off at the Commuter office, Forum 222 or
email us at commuter@ml.linnbenton.edu

AIDS: an emotional issue

Sunday, Dec. 1 marked the
14th observation of World AIDS
Day. This year, the Multicultural
Center partnered with artists at
LBCC and in the community,
and with Linn County Health
Services for LBCC's second an-
nual Artists Against AIDS.

One of those artists, photog-
rapher, Chellie Kew is featured
inthe AHSS Gallery through Jan.
15. Her work features pictures
of African children whose lives
have been changed by AIDS.
Most of them are orphans, some
are HIV positive. Many are
homeless because they havelost
their entire families to the AIDS
pandemic.

I encourage you to stop by
the gallery to see and read about
these children. We are fortunate
that here in the United States
our loved ones have access to
the latest “drug cocktails” and
testing procedures that allow
many persons infected with HIV
or with AIDS to continue living
their lives and contributing to
our communities. This is not the
case in many other countries.

The Monday Oregonian
noted in its article that there are
42 million HIV infected people
worldwide. Although 75 percent
of those infected live in Africa,

local AIDS educator, Christo-
pher Grey reports that Asian
countries, particularly China,
and Russia are now seeing epi-
demic numbers.

HIV / AIDS can no longer be
termed a “gay” disease. Nor can
we point to drug users as the
main victims. In fact, the fastest
growing population is hetero-

sexual women. The life expect-
ancy of women in Africaaloneis
expected to fall from 54 to 38 in
the next 10 years. During that
time, AIDS will orphan more
than 2 million children.
HIV/AIDS is also a reality
here in our communities. Since
1981, Linn and Benton counties
report 96 people infected with
AIDS. And Oregon estimates
reveal over 7,000 persons in-
fected with HIV/AIDS during
the same time period. These
numbers only reflect those per-

sons who know they have HIV /
AIDS. One third of infected per-
sons are not even aware that
they areinfected. Silence, stigma
and discrimination continue to
hamper the efforts of health
workers hereand abroad asthey
continue to educate peopleabout
HIV/AIDS.

So, please remember and re-
mind your friends and loved
ones that HIV/AIDS is only
transmitted by an infectious
dose of body fluid. To be blunt,
that means blood, vaginal flu-
ids, semen or breast milk. There
is no need to avoid our friends
and neighbors who areinfected.

The need is in taking care of
others and ourselves. Postpone
sex until you are in a long-term
relationship with someone you
are sure is not infected; Use a
latex condom if you choose not
to wait; don't do IV drugs, or if
you are, do not share needles. If
you have participated in sex
without protection or IV drug
use, please get tested. And fi-
nally, educate yourself and oth-
ers about the spread of this dis-
ease.

Be compassionate with per-
sonsinfected by HIV / AIDS. You
just don’t know how close to
home this disease can be.
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Work study students look
forward to 40-cent raise

by Maria Arico
of The Commuter

Work study students can expect their wages to
increase and hours to decrease as a result of the
minimum wage increase set to take effect this
January.

Oregon voters at the Nov. 5 election approved
the proposed minimum wage increase of 40 cents
per hour. Beginning Jan. 1, minimum wage
workers will be making $6.90 an hour. Students
who participate in the federal work study pro-
gram at minimum wage will be included.

Sylvia Pearson works in the LBCC financial aid
office with the work study program. “The college’s
federal work study budget ranges from $300,000
to $320,000 per year 75 percent of the money is
provided through federal funding and the re-
maining 25 percent comes out of the college bud-
get,” she said.

Pearson said this year the maximum work
study grant was raised from $800 to $1,000 per
term, but that very few students each year actu-
ally earn that much per term. Pearson said grants
aren’t likely to increase by much next year in
response to the wage increase. Students will just
be working less hours, as they will be starting this
January, soasnottoexceed their allotted amounts.

The main challenge will be for students with
smaller work study grants to find work. Employ-
ers will be looking for those who have larger

Computer'Road Map’helps.s

grants because they can work for a longer period
of time.

“It will be hard for students with just a few
hundred because they will be out of eligibility in
just a few weeks,” said Pearson.

Career and Employment Specialist, Carla
Raymond, works to place work study students in
a variety of jobs on and off campus. She’s “half
and half” on the issue. “I think it’s important for
people to make a living wage, but we're in a
recession and it might cause more people to be
laid off. Especially by smaller employers who
might try to do with a little less.”

Raymond said departments who rely on work
study help will have to adjust when the wage
increase takes affect. “It will hurt usbecause of the
number of hours students can work,” she said.

Raymond said there are about 200 work study
positions offered through the college and 165 of
these are filled. Work study students can be found
in most offices and labs on campus such as the
collision repair shop, animal science and com-
puter labs.

Therearealso off-campus opportunities athorse
barns and various biology and physical science
labs. Students can also work in local elementary
schools through programs like Smart Reader,
where they help children learn how to read; Even
Start, which concentrates on disadvantaged stu-
dents; and America Counts where students tutor
children in math.

Photo by Jeremy Hennig
Speaking Out on AIDS

Bob Skinner talks about the discrimination AIDS victims
face in society during last week's Artists Against AIDS
event in the Multicultural Center. Skinner was joined by
poets and other writers at the event, which was held to
commemorate World AIDS Awareness Week.Another part
of Artists Against AIDS is a photo exhibit on African
children now on view in the AHSS Gallery.
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schedule of classes leaflet and had to

by Michelle Bertalot
of The Commuter

Thenewly devised LBCC Road Mapis
a computer program that may help stu-
dents find classes they need to fit gradu-
ation requirements for their specific de-
grees.

“It is mainly a way to check for avail-
able classes in the categories that are
based on the student’s specific degrees,”
stated Gary Ruppert, director of Artsand
Communications.

Ruppert helped set up the Road Map
program.

The program is accessible through the
LBCC web site, www.linnbenton.edu,
followed by aclick on “SIS” and a clickon
“Road Map.”

It was devised over the summer and
on the web site for fall term. “It wasn’t
very well known for fall term,” com-
mented Ruppert.

Once a student has looked up the in-
formation they need, the program pro-
vides the CRN number, instructor, title,

number of credits, time and day, build-
ing, seats available and waiting seats
available. “It'sall live data,” said Ruppert.
“It' snot something that was posted three
weeks ago.” ;

Aswinter termapproaches and classes
start filling up, Road Map will be a very
useful scheduling tool because it will
display how many seats are available
currently and which classes are still open
or full.

Before the Road Map, students would
have to go through the term catalog, the

actually find out if the class was full or
not. “Students had to go through three or
four different things to find a class,” said
Ruppert.

“This term we're working erfgetting
advisers comfortable with it and advis-
ing the students how to use the Road
Map,” Ruppert stated.

Students should keep in mind that
there may be added times classes meet
and are encouraged to check the printed
schedule for complete listings.

Pilot nursing program may let students start in spring

by Melissa Friend
of The Commuter

Qualified students who ap-
plied for the nursing program
last fall and made the alternates
list were recently sent a letter
from the admissions office that

explains a plan for an additional
nursing class that would begin
spring term 2003.

The pilot program would in-
cludeaclassof 27 students. Nine
of those spaces will be reserved
for students from Lincoln
County. Also some spaces will

be held for students who were
not able to continue the fall term
NUR 101. The selection will be
made from the alternates who
reactivated their fall 2002 appli-
cations by Nov. 22, 2002.

The program would require
a two-year commitment of full-

time attendance for spring, sum-
mer and fall terms. There would
not be a winter term nursing
class for this specific program.
It is important for all admit-
ted nursing students for spring
2003 to have their certified nurs-
ing assistants license by March

31, 2003.

The final decision to run the
pilot alternate program will not
be made until Feb. 1, 2003. The
program is dependent on hav-
ing enough funds, students and
the hiring of three more nursing

faculty.

Annual Native American Salmon
Dinner breaks record for attendance

Photo by Bonnie Quinones
A record 227 people turned out for the third annual Native
American Salmon Dinner in the Commons on Nov. 22.

by Scott W. McClure
of The Commuter

The third annual Native American Salmon
Dinner, held on Friday Nov. 22, had a record
attendance this year of more than 227 people.

The LBCC Foundation, the Multicultural Cen-
ter and the LBCC Student Programming Board
sponsored the dinner.

The evening started out with dinner and ended
with storytelling, music, drumming and dancing.
As with some Native American traditions, gifts
were given away during the festivities.

The dinner was open to the public and free for
students and their families. A $5 donation was

asked of all others. It was held in the Commons in

the College Center Building from 6 p.m. until 9
am.

i This year’s performers included Singing Bones

and Friends who, with music, stories and dance

shared the cultures of the Blackfoot, Klamath,

Navajo and Algonquin tribes.

Susan Prock, the coordinator for the
Multicultural Center, was told by one of the per-
formers that this year’s record attendance was
due toits “third direction.” Many native ceremo-
nies start off with a prayer and a gift offering to the
four cardinal points of the compass. This being
the dinner’s third year, thus the “third direction.”
Next year promises to be even bigger.
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High Stupidity

A man mailed a pack-
age of high-tech telephone
equipment at the post of-
fice in Nuremberg, Ger-
many. But two postal
workers inside stole the
package, opened it, and
decided tosell thestuffand
make a quick buck.

Unfortunately, they
tried to make the sale at a
second-hand shop where,
unbeknownst to them, the
proprietor happened to be
the man who had mailed
the goods in the first place.
He immediately called the
police,

Hello Ladies

Four times during the
past year, an elderly man
has robbed a pharmacy in
Marseilles, France, stealing
the entire stock of the anti-
impotence drug Viagra.

Pick Up Your Jaw

A man parked his old
junk of a car behind a Mas-
sachusetts fire station next
to two other beat-up auto-
mobiles, unaware that the
other two vehicles were
there to be ripped apart by
the Jaws of Life as part of
the firefighters’ rescue

car waserroneously turned
into a large mass of scrap
metal.

Password ...'Delight’
Ever since a swingers’
club opened on the ground
floor of their Berlin apart-
ment building, tenants
have been losing sleep be-
cause of the “unmistakable
sounds” of passion ema-
nating from the premises.
Thebuilding’s residents
in the exclusive
Charlottenburg district
want the club shut down
because the moans of plea-
sureand screams of delight
are driving them crazy.

What About Shoes?
Nurses in Orebro, Swe-
den, angry that theirbosses
refuse to help pay for new
uniforms, have issued an
ultimatum: Either they get
a financial contribution or
they gotoworkinthenude.

Do You Hear Me Now?

An Iranian man, who
says his wife beats him if
he doesn’t do what she
says, made the mistake of
asking her where she’d
been when she came home
very late one night. She re-
sponded by cutting off his
ear and placing it in the
palm of his hand.

Unrepentant, she told a
Tehran court she wanted
to “teach him a lesson” for
“poking his nose in my
business.”

CAMPUS

i

Calling all future nurses

The Career Center in Takena
Hall, Room 101, is now taking
appointments for winter term
pre-nursing information ses-
sions. You do not need to attend
a session if you have already
applied to the nursing program
or if you attended a session in
the fall. The dates for the ses-
sions are Jan. 13 at 12 p.m,, Jan.
14 at 8:30 a.m., Jan. 23 at 5:30
p.m., Jan.24 at 12 p.m., Jan. 27 at
5:30 p.m., Feb. 4 at 5:30 p.m.,,
Feb. 10at 12 p.m., Feb. 13 at 8:30
a.m.,Feb.19at3 p.m.,March7 at
8:30 a.m., March 12 at 12 p.m.
and March 13 at 5:30 p.m.

Clubs against drugs
Student Life and Leadership
will be awarding a substance
abuse prevention mini-grant to
LBCC clubs and organizations
that provide education, activi-
ties and events that encourage
positive decision making when
it comes to alcohol and drugs.
The mini-grant program is
designed to encourage and sup-
port the student organizations
that work toward these goals.
Examples of projects that could
receive funding include: host-

' ingadanceorsocial during times

when students traditionally con-
sume alcohol, conducting alco-
hol and drugawareness or safety
campaigns, participating in Na-

-

SHORTS

tional Alcohol and Drug Aware-
ness Week, bringing a speaker
to campus, or showing a film.
Contact Gabe Adams or Sara
Settles in the Student Life and
Leadership office, or call 917-
4463, for more information.

Board of Education meets

The LBCC Board of Educa-
tion will be meeting Dec. 18 at
7:30 p.m. in the Boardrooms, lo-
cated in the College Center
building. The meeting is opén to
the public.

Searching for volunteers

The Multicultural Center is
looking for volunteers who want
tobe involved in the planning of
an International Dinner, sched-
uled for Jan. 22 from 5:30 to 9
p-m. in the Commons.The din-
ner will showcase food recipes
from around the world. Meet
people and enjoy a special sur-
prise cultural sharing time.

The morning of Jan. 22, there
will be an International Dress
Day reception held from 8:30 to
11 a.m. in the Multicultural Cen-
ter.

If you would like to attend

the dinner, sign up in the
Multicultiral Center before Jan.

14. Contact Susan Prock at 917-
4461 soon if you would also like
to help with the planning of the
dinner.

FRC: Student government
searches ideas to save program

« From Pg.1

The public continued to tell
the board why they think the co-
op program at the FRC should
not be cut but no decisions were
made that evening. Suggested
cuts will be formally brought
before the board at the Decem-
ber 18 meeting.

Brown addressed LB’s stu-
dent government earlier in the
term regarding her concerns
aboutcuts to the co-op program,
and has been the only person to
do so, according to Roxanne
Allen, student body president.

“LetaBrowncame touswhen
they first heard about (the pro-
posed cuts),” said Allen.

In fact, Student Life and Lead-
ership received about 70 sug-
gestions from students at a re-
cent suggestion-by-the-slice
eventin which they traded pizza
for ideas of what to do with the
2002-03 student project fund of
$4,483. Fifteen of those sugges-
tions were to give the money to
the FRC. But the policy guiding

CORRECTION

the use of the student project
fund states that the project the
money is spent on must have a
life span of five years and ben-
efit the majority of students.

“Giving the money to the
Family Resource Center would
benefit quite a few students,”
said Allen, “But the major prob-
lem is the life span-it wouldn't
fulfill the five years.”

Allen said student govern-
ment has been looking for other
ways to raise money for the cen-
ter but doesn’t have anything
set in stone yet.

“We haven't really taken any
action in our meeting because
we need input from the Family
Resource Center. We just need
other ideas. We would be more
than willing tohelp them. If they
come to us and say we really
wanttodoafundraiser, we could
help them in that way,” said
Allen, stressing that student gov-
ernment needs more contact
with those concerned before they
take any action.

“Entertainment landmark now a holy house” in the Nov. 20
issue of The Commuter incorrectly stated that the Plainvew
Mennonite Church had moved to Albany’s Venetian Theater.
The church’s location in Shedd continues to be the place where
the congregation meets on Sunday mornings while the Vene-
tian now serves as the church office and outreach facility.

Food donated for the campus food drive waits to be distributed.
Seventy-five Albany families received the boxes this Thanksgiving.

Thanksgiving food drive
feeds 75 local families

by Matt Boase
of The Commuter

There were 75 very thankful
families this Thanksgiving, cour-
tesy of a successful food drive
sponsored by the Association of
American Women in Commu-
nity Colleges (AAWCC) and the
Independent Association of
LBCC Classified Employees.

The drive took place on cam-
pus. Both money and food were
accepted and helped families
who wouldn’t have been able to
enjoy such a dinner without a
little help. 4

The food for the boxes was
picked up on Nov. 23 from Fred
Meyerby Welma Cremer, Roxie
Putman and her daughter Diana
(a former LBCC student in the
dental assistant program).

“Fred Meyer was really
great,” said Putman. “We called
ahead and they had the food on
a pallet and ready for us to pick

up.
P}ackje Grenz, Sandy Corliss
and Kristen Jones joined the oth-
ers to help box the food later that
day. The boxes, which were
given to Albany families, were
distributed on Sunday Nov. 24,
under the supervision of Cremer
and Putman.

- All boxes included a gift cer-

tificate for a turkey from Fred
Meyer's, dressing, 10 pounds of
potatoes, cranberry sauce, olives,
flour, sugar, canned milk, sweet
potatoes, gravy, bread and des-
sert makings. The average value
of the boxes was $40.

The boxes of food varied in
size according to the size of the
family, which ranged from one
all the way up to nine.

This was the 14th year of the
drive, and one of the most suc-
cessful yearsever. The totalnum-
ber of boxes fell only three shy of
the record, and the total nearly
doubled from last year’s.

Free 10 Minute
Chair Massages
Finals Week
December 9 - 10
10AM - 2 PM

Sign up in Student Life & Leadership

Photo by Stefanie Hessenkemper
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International Disabled Day

recognizes indendence

by Heather M Scott
of The Commuter

hile students flex and

bend to Susan Meyer's

soothing voice in her

Hatha yoga class, one
woman isn't moving to the instructor’s
voice, but rather to the silent words of her
interpreter.

The voiceless interactions allow 38-
year-old Alene Robertson to “hear” ev-
erything the instructor says about the
yogamoves she asks the class to perform.

Robertson has been deaf in one ear
since age 15 because of a condition called
Meniers disease. Meniers disease results
from a problem with the fluid balance
regulation system in the inner ear. In the
early 90s her condition became “bilat-
eral” and affected both ears. Today,
Robertsonis considered profoundly deaf.

Yesterday, millions of people like
Robertson were recognized on the Inter-
national Day of Disabled Persons, cel-
ebration of life and equality that beganin
1992.

The theme for this year’s day, “Inde-
pendent Living and Sustainable Liveli-
hoods” seems to fit Robertson well. Her
life hasn’t stagnated because of her situ-
ation, but rather continued and became
strengthened because of the normal life

she is able to live and the activities she is .- Mever to Robertson &

able to take part in, such as attending
yoga class.

Robertson says she has always been
interested in yoga, but before she learned
sign language it was hard for her to un-
derstand movements and correct form,
which resulted in injuries.

“I ended up in pain, so I didn’t bother
going back,” she said.

About five years ago Robertson took
another class in California that offered
interpreters. She said the class taught her
the basic routine of yoga and placed her
on the road to the LBCC class she cur-
rently participates in.

Robertson and her interpreter, Annie
Chozinski, who was selected for
Robertson by LBCC’s Disabled Student
Services, attend the Thursday yoga class
together.

“Ithoroughly enjoy having Alene and
Annie in class. Alene is responsive to
details of breath work and the yoga poses.
She is aware of her body alignment in
poses and present with her energy,” said
Meyer who has been a student of yoga

for 24 years and a teacher at LBCC for
two, “Annie, whois anexperienced yogin
herself, has a tremendous gift for inter-
preting, which enhances the experience
not only for Alene, but also, for me, and
the class as a whole “I listen more care-
fully to my words, while teaching, know-
ing they are being interpreted.”

Chozinski relays information from
guage. Because many yoga positions re-
quire different body placements,
Chozinski consistently moves around
Robertson tokeep herinformed of moves.

Judging from Robertson’s yoga abili-
ties, she hasn’t missed a step. Robertson
credits Chozinski's interpreting abilities
for much of her success in the class.

“1 was so happy that I had Annie for
this class because she has knowledge of
yoga and it makes it much more clear
because she knows the terminology. She’s
morealertto yourneeds.” said Robertson.

Chozinski agrees that knowing the
mechanics of yoga, before interpreting,
makes a big difference in the experience
the student will have and how well they
will be able to follow along.

“Every new subject is something that
you have tolearn. This class has anatomy
and physiology, bones and muscles. I've
never had to sign that [before] I would
just point, but if I just point, Alene would
never have the word for that muscle,”
Chozinski said pointing to her arm. “So
I'm trying to learn that fast or come up

Photo by Wendy Geist
Yoga student Alene Robertson (right) participates in an LBCC yoga class taught by
Susan Meyer (left) with aid from interpreter Annie Chozinski (second from left).

with ways to show that. It’s a struggle,
but it’s really important.”

Chozinski says that her favorite part
of interpreting is meeting new people
and the honor of watching others’ lives
unfold. “It's like free cable,” she said.

For Robertson, the fun does not end
when yoga class is over. Robertson says

that she also enjoys workmg out, volu.n-

1eal

watdmg movies and spendmg hme wi th
friends and family including her hus-
band, Michael.

“He's wonderful,” Robertson says of
her husband of 10 years. “He’s really
supported me a lot throughout my ill-
ness and becoming deaf.”

Even though Michael does not yet
know fluent sign language, the couple
has found other ways of communication.

“You have to make a conscious deci-
sion to want to communicate. We use lip
reading, writing [and] computer,” said
Robertson. “If it’s really critical informa-
tion I have to make sure I understand
clearly, like appointment times and
money. ButI've known him for 12 years
so it's fairly easy to lip read.”

Technology plays abig partin the way
Robertson lives her life, whether con-
versing with her husband or talking to a
friend on the phone. A simple activity
like going to the movies can be made
easier with closed captioned theaters.

“I would not want to be deaf 10 years
ago or 20 years ago and definitely not 50

“I would not want to be deaf
10 years ago or 20 years ago
and definitely not 50 years
ago. ... Thereis a lot of
assistance technology
available (today), especially
for people who are going to
school. They didn’t provide
this type of technology
through an interpreter a few
years ago.”

» Alene Robertson

years ago. We have [text] pagers now. A
lot of people use text pagers. [We have
access to] Proaxis communication, emer-
gency services, text telephones and closed
caption television. A lot of people who
are profoundly deaf can get a lot of assis-
tance from high-power hearing aids,
[which] help with lip reading a lot,” said
Robertson, “[There are also] alarm clocks
that vibrate and flash. There is a lot of
assistance technology available, espe-
cially for people who are going to school.
They didn’t provide this type of technol-
ogy through an interpreter a few years
ago.”

Both Robertson and Chozinski agree
that LBCC’s Disabilities Services, which
has been a vital part of LBCC for over 20
years, is a great helping hand to those

- w1th needs The dlsabllmes senru:e offers

dentq W|f_h dlqabrhtjes amd thl, program
is offered free to students attending
LBCC. Approximately 300 students on
campus are currently taking advantage
of the assistance.

“I was actually nervous when I went
into the office to request an interpreter,”
said Robertson, “I thought maybe they
would only let me do it for a science class
or something to a degree. I was so excited
that I could actually take any class. That
really makes me want to go to school.”

Accomplishmentsin recent years have
been a major turning point for those with
disabilities. The promotion of equality
and full participation of those with dis-
abilities is one of the goals of the Interna-
tional Day of Disabled Persons. Those
involved urge community members to
spread the word and ask that you ob-
serve the day with the greater good in
mind.

“ I'm really happy I live in a day and
age where people are interested in equal-
ity and treating people the same,” said
Robertson.

Machine tool program earns national certification

from the LBCC News Service

Graduating LBCC machine tool technology students
now have the ability to become certified by the National
Institute for Metalworking Skills, after Advisory Board
member Brad Whiting presented Program Chair Rich-
ard Carter with a NIMS certification award Nov. 22.

Whiting represents OEM Products in Corvallis on
the advisory committee. Carter says Whiting has been
instrumental in helping the program achieve this honor.

NIMS certification isawarded to metalworking train-
ing programs following a rigorous examination. The
NIMS certification represents the industry’s mark of
approval and recognition of a training program.

LBCC is the second community college in Oregon
and the third on the West Coast to be certified. Mt. Hood
Community College also has a NIMS certified program.
Only schools that meet the NIMS stringent quality

standards are awarded certification.

“NIMS requirements focus on accuracy, consistency,
safety, knowledge for problem-solving, individual com-
petence yet team participation, and demonstrated per-
formance,” according to the organization. “These are
the qualities that foster productivity. When individuals
earn credentials and receive recognition, self esteem
and pride in workmanship are boosted — morale is
increased.”

Students at LBCC will be able to take performance
examinations following their training to qualify for
NIMS credentials. Workers with NIMS credentials are
highly desired by manufacturers in the metalworking
industry.

Earning a NIMS Credential is a two-step process that
involves performance requirements and a writtenexam.
Performance requirements are divided into two catego-
ries, Machining Level I and Metal Stamping at Levels 11

and IIL.

A performance requirement for Machining Level Lis
completed when a local industry review panel called a
MET-TEC signs an affidavitindicating that a part made
by the individual meets NIMS requirements.

In Metal Stamping at Levels II and III, performance
requirements involve completing a set of on-the-job
experiences as recorded into a Credentialing Achieve-
ment Record (CAR). The performance requirement is
completed when the individual’s supervisor, trainer or
mentor signs the CAR indicating satisfactory perfor-
mance on the experience requirement.

Once the performance requirement has been com-

- pleted for a particular credentialing area, the affidavits

and/or CAR’s are submitted to NIMS for review, and
the credentialing exam can be scheduled. A passing
score on the exam yields the appropriate NIMS Creden-
tial.
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Fairy tales, movies come to life at Storybook Land

by Michelle Reed
of The Commuter

he  Christmas
Storybook Land
show will
open on Dec. 6
for its 26th annual
presentation, in part due to the
efforts of Donald and Wilma
Albright, of Albany, Ore.

The show, which was started
by two Albany citizens, Donald
Albrightand Terry Houdek, is a
series of scenes depicting classic
fairy talesand modern children’s
stories, in a forest setting. This
year’s show will once again be
held at the Linn County Fairand
Expo Center.

Albright and Houdek were
inspired to start the Christmas
Storybook Land by their visit to
the Alpenrose Christmas Tree
Lane in Portland, Ore., 27 years
ago. With help from the orga-
nizers of Alpenrose, the two
opened the first show of 15
scenes and 50 trees in 1976.

It took about 20 volunteers to
set up the first show. Today,
more than 100 volunteershelped

. with the show of about 60 scenes

and 1,500 trees.

The trees, which are thinned
by Weyerhaeser and tempo-
rarily donated to the show, are
returned whenit's oy
cessed into mulch.

One of the main attractions at
theshow isSanta’shouse, where
children can talk to Santa and

instruct him on what to get for
Christmas. Other features in-
clude a scene with 9-foot dolls of
Raggedy Ann and Andy, two
large running train sets, and a
Victorian style village.

Thevillage buildingsare each
around 6-feet-tall and are often
of great interest to the show’s
older visitors. Included in the
village are replicas of the origi-
nal Regional Museum and of the
White Spires Church, which still
stands in Albany on the corner
of Fifthand Washington, and is
where the Albrights were mar-
ried.

Mostof the scenesin theshow
are carried over from one yearto
the next and each year usually
bring a new scene or two.

All of the materials are re-
used each year and, in the off-
season, are stored in six semi-
truck trailers.

Last year's show had more
than 20,000 visitors and, al-
though the event is free, many
people brought food donations.
Around 15,000 food items were
collected, and donated to
Albany’s local distribution cen-
ter, FISH.

The setup for the show starts
about two weeks before it opens
and takes over 3,500 volunteer
hours.

- -Anyoneis v

tecr at any th or day or as

long as they wish. By signing
the volunteer list, one automati-
cally becomes a Christmas

Photo by Jeremy Hennig

A teddy bear that sits over six-feet tall, made by May Olson of Albany, towers over the “Through a
Child’s Eyes” display at the Christmas Storybook Land in the Linn County Fair and Expo Center. May's
husband Al, one of the electricians for the volunteer group that builds the display, has been helping
create the local tradition for the past 27 years.

Storybook Land Character, and
thus, amember of the Christmas
Storybook Land Corporation.
Members are invited to join the
biannual get-togethers and will
receive a newsletter from the
corporahon Board members,

Elhngson cmd SeLreEar\« 'V\ 1m1 :

Albright, meet once a month
throughout the year to prepare
for the event.

Volunteers and sponsors of
the event are listed and thanked
at the show, but other than a
spaghetti dinner for the setup
crews, those involved receive
little else. Donald Albright said
the real reward comes from see-

poml |~, to h’n € some thmg ’frpt

and non-commercial at Christ-
mas time,” he said.
The show will be held in the

Holiday cheer takes place under every tree for
all types of people in Linn and Benton counties

by Erin Bartelds
& The Conmniter”

The holidays are rapidly ap-
proaching and many of us will
be heading out of state to visit
relatives. But those who tend
the home fires or are financially
unable to travel still need some-
thing cheery to do.

Linn and Benton counties of-
fer a number of activities
through the month of Decem-
ber, many of them free of charge.

In Albany you can walk,
drive, take a trolley or a horse-
drawn-wagon. For a little Night
Time Magic, you can see the
lights and decorationsonhomes
throughout three nationally reg-
istered historic districts. Hours
are5p.m.-10 p.m. every evening
through Jan. 1. For more infor-
mation call 928-0911.

If you want to please the kids
orneed a good place to hang out
with friends the annual Christ-
mas Storybook Land opens to-
morrow at the Linn County Fair
and Expo Center. The display
runs through Dec. 22, hours are
Monday-Friday 6:30-8:30 p.m.
and Saturday-Sunday 10 a.m.-
8:30 p.m..

This Saturday at 11a.m. his-
toric downtown Albany will be
hosting its Downtown Twice-

Around Parade. The parade will
take place on 1st and 2nd av-
enue, running from Broadalbin
to Washington.

Catering more toadulttastes,
the Willamette Valley Vineyards
is holding Holidays in the Vine-
yard onDec. 7, 8, 14and 15 from
11 am.-6 p.m..

A little more pocket change
and a reservation will get you a
rideonFlinn’s Horse drawn Hay
wagon Christmas Caroling Light
Tour on Dec. 14, 20, 21 and 22.

If one prefers indoor enter-
tainment, you might enjoy
Flinn's Interior Homes tour, lit
by candlelight and oil lamp. For
more information and reserva-
tions call 928-5008.

Corvallis is also serving up a
bevy of holiday treats. A sea-
sonal favorite, The Nutcracker,

will be performed at the Majes-
tic Theater Dec. 12-14 at 8 p.m.
with a special performance on
Dec. 14 at 2 p.m. Further infor-
mation on this event can be ob-
tained by calling 758-8203. The
Nutcracker will also be at the La
Salles Stewart Center, Dec. 18 at
7 p.m.. Contact 737-4061 for in-
formation.

Benton County Fairgrounds
is holding its fifth annual Holi-
day Bazaar, Friday, Dec. 13
through Sunday, Dec. 15. Fri-
day it will run from 12-8 p.m.,
Saturday 9 a.m. -6 p.m. and Sun-
day from 12-6 p.m..

For additional local holiday
events visit
(www.Albanyvisitors.com) or
(www.visitcorvallis.com)under
“Local Events.”

Information on Portland

events and activities can be
found at (www.pova.com/
event_calendar). And you will
definitely want to check out
(www. AAAORID.com/PUBL/
Pub_cal OR_12.Asp) for holi-
day events around the state.

Commons Menu
Dec.4 - Dec 11

‘Wednesday
Corned Beef Hash and Eggs|
Turkey Saltimbocca
Carey Pockets
Soups: Beef Consomme
Corn Chowder
Salad: Beef Taco Salad

Thursday
Chefs choice

Friday
Chefs choice

Monday
Chefs choice

Tuesday

Chefs choice

Cascade Livestock Pavilion and
will run until Dec. 22. Times are
Monday through Friday from
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., and Satur-
day through Sunday from 10
a.m. to 8:30 p.m. For more infor-
matu:m call Donah:l and Wl]ma

-
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Holiday Poetry

The December reading in
the Second Sundays Series of
Poetry Readings at Art Gone
Wild Gallery will feature
LBCC writing instructors Pe-
ter and Sandy Jensen.

The Jensens perform po-
ems in response to one an-
other, then invite the audi-
ence to participate in the re-
sponsive exchange. This spe-
cial holiday reading will in-
clude poems on the theme of
the gallery’s current show,
“Wild Winter Weather.”

Admission is free. Chil-
dren and young people are
especially invited to attend.
It will be 3-5 p.m., Sunday,
Dec, 8, at Art Gone Wild Gal-
lery, 279 N. Third Street in
Stayton.

Peter Jensen is one of the
authors of the poetry collec-
tion “Confluence,” whichwas
nominated for the Oregon
Book Award in 1993. One of
his poems won the 1996 Poet’s
Choice Award, given by the
Oregon State Poetry Associa-
tion. He is currently working
on three manuscripts—po-
fiction on Shakespeares Son-
nets.

Sandy Jensen has won nu-
merous poetry awards, in-
cluding first placeinan OSPA

HAPPENTS G‘

sonnet competition. She has
just finished, and is seeking
to publish, her first book of
poems, “Lascaux in a Yellow
Light.” She has been named
Teacher-of-the-Year at both
LBCC and Linfield College.

Holiday Treat

The LBCC Performing Arts
Department is presenting a
holiday concert Thursday,
Dec. 5 at 8 p.m. in Takena
Theater.

The LBCC Concert and
Chamber Choir will be con-
ducted by Hal Eastburn.

They will be performing
Christmas carols along with
“Hodie! A Cantata for Christ-
mas,” and “Hanerot Halalu,
A Song for Hanukah.” The
performance willalsoinclude
works from composers such
as Mozart.

Admission is $5.

There is no reserved seat-
ing. Tickets are available at
the Takena Theater Box Of-
fice, which is open Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. to
noon and from 1:30 to 3 p.m.

Tickets are also available

welers in Al-
banv anc u‘Jﬁ]ﬂF]rmTy in
Corvallis. Tickets must be
picked up at the Takena Box
Office before the date of the
performance.

Photo instructor to exhibit
pinhole, toy camera pictures

by Scott W. McClure
of The Commuter

LBCC photography instruc-
tor Kurt Norlin will have a pho-
tography show atPegasus Frame
Studio and Gallery in Corvallis,
Jan. 1 through Jan. 31. His ex-
hibit will consist of photographs
taken with various toy and pin-
hole cameras.

Toy cameras were cheap plas-
tic cameras made as giveaways
during the 1950s and 60s. They
were discovered by artists and
photographers looking for a
technique that produced images
that were more like dreams or
visions instead of pure descrip-
tive fact.

Pinhole photography is pho-
tography at its most basic level.
It is an alternative way of mak-
ing images and of discovering
the world. A pinhole camera is
nothing more than a light-tight
container with a very small pin-
hole opening at one end and a
piece of photo material at the
other. The camera doesn't have
aconventionallensand they can
be made out of almost anything.

Norlinhas been teaching pho-
tography and alternative photo

‘techniques at TBCC for seven

years.

“I was an art major and 1 took
a photography class,” said
Norlin, explaining how he be-
came hooked on photography.
He received his bachelor’s de-

éf‘eein 1972 at Central Washing-
ton University. He received his
master of arts in 1974, and his
master of fine arts in 1993 from
the University of Oregon.
There will be a reception Jan.
30 from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m at the

Photo by Bonnie Quinones
Photography instructor Kurt Norlin shows one of the toy camera
images he will exhibit next month at Pegasus Gallery in Corvallis.

Pegasus Frame Studio and Gal-
lery which is located at 341 SW
Second St. Their phone number
is (541) 757-0042. Kurt Norlin
can be reached at (541) 917-4562
or by sending an email to
norlink@linnbenton.edu.

Coastal Rhythm & Blues: Live and groovin’

by T.J. Hyde
for The Commuter

ooking for great music and good atmo-

sphere? If you answered yes,

then look no further than the Oregon
Coast. Irecently attended the Coastal Rhythm
and Blues concert at the Chinook Winds casino
in Lincoln City. Most of us conjure up stereo-
typical images when we think of Casinos as
well as when we think of that soulful music we
call the blues. Casinos bring to mind a smoky
lobby that is overcrowded with elderly people
mindlessly funneling their life savings through
slot machines in a last-gasp effort to cash in on
the American dream. On the other hand, blues
brings to mind a scene from the Blues Brothers.
The stage is covered with chicken wire in order
to protect Elroy and Jake from beer bottles and
other objects being hurled at them by drunken
hillbillies.

These stereotypes were thrown out the win-
dow when I attended the Coastal Rhythm and
Blues concert this past Thanksgiving Day week-
end. The casino was very clean and the staff
could not have been more pleasant and help-
ful. Although the audience was extremely
diverse, everyone seemed to enjoy and appre-
ciate the talent on stage. Three bands that
highlighted the evening were: the Norman
Sylvester Band, the Linda Hornbuckle Band
and the Patrick Lamb Band.

The Patrick Lamb Band celebrated the re-
lease of their Christmas album by puttingon an

outstanding performancein the lounge the night
before the Coastal Rhythm and Blues concert.
Whether it was Deborah Crowe’s sultry vocals
or Patrick’s silky-smoothjazz, the Patrick Lamb
Band kept the audience yearning for more and
the new album flying off the shelf.
The Norman Sebastian Band kicked off the
Coastal Rhythm and Blues Concert by per-

_forming a soulful set that brought back blues

rooted in the Deep South.

The next band was the Linda Hornbuckle
Band. This band energized the crowd of 600
people with an upbeat rhythm that had every
person tapping their foot or grooving on the
dance floor.

The night was capped off by the fore-men-
tioned Patrick Lamb Band. The Patrick Lamb
Band switched gears and played funk that got
the audience up and grooving on an over flow-
ing dance floor.

I was more than pleased with the Coastal
Rhythm and Blues concert. The performers
were energeticand looked as though they were
having as much fun as a kid on Christmas day.
Itis my own personal recommendation to any-
one who enjoys great music and good atmo-
sphere to pay a visit to the Chinook Winds
Casino. Chinook Winds Casino and the bands
receive two thumbs up! If you would like more
information on upcoming events at the Chi-
nook Winds Casino then go to their web page
at www.chinookwindscasino.com or call them
at 1-888-chinook. '
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Two Month’s Rent Free
Over $1,400!

Brand New!

Be the first to live in these well-appointed
2 bedroom/2 bath apartments
*washer /dryer hookups
*two state-of-the-art fitness rooms
(one featuring free weights)
ecovered parking, extra storage
* just minutes to LBCC

Ask about our
“ Pizza of the Month” and
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Photographer uses her art to fight AIDS in Africa

by Alaina Jones Richardson
of The Cornmute_r

nvisioning the mil-
lions of African
people suffering
from AIDS is too
overwhelming for
most. They can’t imagine being
capable of helping such a large
number of AIDS victims.

Most shield their eyes, but
photographer Chellie Kew, of
Lake Oswego chooses not to.

Kew spent two years in
Johannesburg, South Africa wit-
nessing what she calls, “the
beauty and the pain,” of 13 mil-
lion orphans, most affected by
and living with AIDS.

Pictures from that and subse-
quent trips to Africa are now on
exhibit in the AHSS Gallery on
campus as part of the
Multicultural Center’s Artists
Against Aids program, which
was launched last week.

In 2000 there were an esti-
mated 4.7 million South Afri-
cans living with HIV. The chil-
dren of South Africa have very
different lives than those in
Americanor European cultures,
Kew said. Most of the children
have endured the death of their
parents and others close to them
due to AIDS.

As a result, she said, they are  the publication of herbook “Af- _Johannesburg. She is also help- d on Wednes 15 .
throwhi intd'the orphanage sys- rican Iournal' "A'Child’s Conti- ing b hool for the or- “noon to 1 p.m. in the ’
tem and live a life of pain and nent,” whichshehopeswill pro- phansinZambia, which will also caphon acmmpanymg ittellsof Multicultural Center. Informa-
hardships. duceanampleamountofmoney serve as a home for them. his life, bouncing from foster tionabout Artists Against AIDS

Kew believes this situation for the foundation. Kew’s photo exhibitisondis- home to foster home enduring activities can be obtained in the
could be improved immensely It is a “photographic” jour- play in the AHSS Gallery from “immeasurable tribulations.” It Multicultural Center or by con-

if it weren’t for the country’s
“fear and denial” of the disease.
Even the South African presi-
dent, Thabo Mbeki, denies that
HIV leads to AIDS, said Kew.
He established a study that
claims the drugs to treat HIV are
breaking down theimmunesys-

tem and causing AIDS, not the
HIV virus itself. Instead of help-
ing educate the country in prac-
tices that can lower the AIDS
infection rate, Kew said he is
presenting unsubstantiated in-
formation which may not help
the effort to stop the spread of
the disease.

Following Kew’s two years
inSouth Africa, shehad adream
of an African child who was ex-
hibiting “grace, courage and dig-
nity” while in the grips of death.
Kew said the dream “spoke to
her” and fueled her mission to
help orphaned children of South
Africa.

She started the “Q” Fund, a
non-profit foundation whose
aim is to raise money to support
the South African children and
to “raise awareness through
‘changing views’ of these inno-
cent children,” said Kew.

Proceeds from Kew’s photos
and the contributions from fam-
ily and friends around the world
are the foundation’s only source
of funds. The funds are given to
local organizations in South Af-
rica which provide shelter, edu-
cation, and medical attention to
the children. “Sadly funding for
non-profits is down,” admitted
Kew.

Currently Kew is working on

nal, full of “graphic” depictions
of the African children. “It goes
beyond the stigma of AIDS and
uncovers the child,” stated Kew.

In the past Kew sponsored a
charity golf event in South Af-
rica that raised money for two
children’s aid organizations in

The photographs of Chellie Kew
of Oregon City line the walls of
the AHSS Gallery in an exhibit
that runs through Jan. 15. Kew
is showing black-and-white
pictures of African children
affected by the AIDS epidemic
alongside color images of
wildlife from their countries.
Kew is using her photographsto
raise funds to help the young
victims. She will talk about her
work Jan. 15 at noon in the
Multicultural Center.

Nov. 25 through Jan. 15, 2003.

There are pictures of native
African wildlife alongside the
photos of African children and
stories of Kew’s experiences. The
portraits of the children have
titles such as “Freedom” and
“Power.”

describes his outgoing, happy
nature when he met Kew and
led her by the hand to meet all of
his teachers. Through all of
Moses's rough experiences, Kew
said that he still has “a heart of
palpable energy.”

Kew will talk about her work

Photo by Stefanie Hessenkemper

tacting Susan Prock, coordina-
tor of the Multicultural Center
at LBCC.

For more information about
the “Q” Fund and Kew’s cam-
paign to help the children of
Africa, go to her website at
www.gfund4aids.org.

Saturday’s Children’s Winter Festival still needs volunteers

bj’ Shannon Reddicks gramming board. around theworld mllbeplayed supervisiun is encouraged be- are asked to brmg a couple of
of The Commuter There is an international Another activity will be cause of the amount of children cans of food for a donation. The
theme to theevent to celebratea cookie decorating. There are expected,” said Vandehey. festival starts at 1 p.m. and is
LBCCwillbeholdingits32nd variety of winter traditions, he 1,200 cookies on order for this Every child who shows up over at 4 p.m. It will be held in
annual Children’s Winter Festi- said. There will be Le Befana event. Volunteerscanrequestto  will receive a gift. Also, parents the LBCC Commons.
val on Saturday Dec. 7, featur- (Italian Feast), Native American help with the cookie activity as
ingavariety of activities forchil-  storytelling, Chinese Liondanc- late as the morning of the event.
drgen agedt{’! and under. ing, South American and Santawill be there, and pictures ﬁ%%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ *ﬁ'*

Volunteers are still being
sought tohelp outwith theevent,
which is sponsored by Student
Life & Leadership.

Kwanzaa activities. There will
also be an international game
room in which games from

can be taken with him for $1.
Parents are asked to accom-

" pany their children. “Parental

Best Value Around

b

«Jumbo 1,080 Sq. Ft.
1, 2, 3 Bedroom Aparment Homes
*W/D Hookups
*Sports Court (BB and Tennis)
*Fitness Room

Students and staff are invited
to sign-up to volunteer anytime
between now and 10 a.m. on
Saturday, the day of the festival.

All sign-up sheets are located
inthe Student Life & Leadership
office on the first floor in the

HOLIDAY POTTERY

SALE
LBCC Benton Center

RSN

Student Union. .
ent Union. 3 Friday, December 6, 2002 Extra Storage, Carports
SL & L estimates approxi «Minutes to LBCC and OSU
mately 40 volunteers will be u-6 PM. 5 BS. 0. an ]
needed to help out— more than Benton Center Limited Time !

400 children are expected to at-
tend. To get involved, contact
Wendy Novak in the Student
Life and Leadership office.
“This isn’t just a Santa and elf
event,” said Micheal Vandehey,
team coordinator for the pro-

630 NW Tth ST, “Free Rent” Special

Corvallis
Ceramics Studio
BC 110

Conifer Place
541-754-8443

Norris & Stevens Inc.
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Information about plays, movies,
books, artwork and other entertaining
or artistic endeavors

Eloquent Umbrella seeks prose, poetry, art, photos

by Shannon Reddicks
of The Commuter

The Eloquent Umbrella, LBCC's journal of the liter-
ary arts, which is edited by a winter term writing
course, is looking for students to submit writing and art
for its 2003 edition.

Terrance Millet, the faculty advisor for The Eloquent
Umbrella, is asking that all submissions be sent in by
Jan. 15, but preferably as soon as you can get them in.

Submissions can include art, photos, £ssays, poems,
fiction and short stories:

The criteria for written pieces is a maximum of 1,500
words, and drawings, or black-and-white photos which

“It gives students a
chance to learn how
editing and publications
work”

¥ Terrance Millet

can be no larger than 16 by 16 inches. All submissions
should be given to Millet or placed in an envelope
located in the Arts & Communications Division office.

To get more information regarding the publication
see the web site at www.linnbenton.edu/
eloquentumbrella or you can send e-mail to

<eloquent.umbrella@linnbenton.edu> You can also
phone Millet at 541-917-4555.

The Eloquent Umbrella has been around for more
than 12 years and firstbegan in the English Department.
Millet has been involved as an advisor to the publica-
tion for the last three years.

The Eloquent Umbrella is put together by studentsin
the Writing 247 Literary Publications class. “It gives
students a chance to learn how editing and publications
work,” said Millet, who guides the students while they
decide the final cut. The publications are of a “profes-
sional quality,” said Millet. This literary arts journal has
also won the Most Improved Community College Pub-
lication award.
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CANMEUS NEWS

News about Linn-Benton Community
College, including the administration,
faculty and students on campus

Web site connects volunteers with those in need

by Darrell McGie
of The Commuter

The hopes of many to cultivate a fu-
ture have turned fallow as the economic
machine sputters out of gas. This has
resulted in the blight of unemployment
and the loss of many safety-net social
programs.

Whether it is an elderly woman seek-
ing shelter after eviction, an engineer
laid-off from HP, or someone trying to
return to school, the problem of finding
solutions to bridge the gap of access in
today’s economy is becoming a difficult
proposition. For many, it has become a
choice of survival.

“Is it medication or food?” is a ques-
tion Cynthia Hylton, director of Linn
County Retired and Senior Volunteer

Program (RSVP), has been hearing a lot.

Increasingly, volunteers are being
asked to help solve problems previously
served by social agencies, which have
been eliminated or cut back. “It'sbecome
a community-wide crisis because the
need doesn’t go away,” said Hylton.

A crisis intervention service offered
by RSVP, an all-volunteer program par-

tially sponsored by LBCC, has been able

to help replace some lost services. But in
order to face increased demands, the or-
ganization realized it needed a way to
provide expediency in its service while
increasing the number of volunteers and
assemble an evolving database.

The answer came in RSVP’s recently
established interactive web site: http:/ /
www.lbvision.org/ The site strives for
connectivity, providing access to over

100 business organizations and agencies
within Linn and Benton County, but was
astruggletocreate. “Inurtured and nearly
gave birth to it [the web site],” said
Hylton. LBvision features anonline news-
letter for upcoming events, and is search-
able by category and location.

RSVP, with the new power of LBvision,
hopes to attract all age groups to help
meet growing demand. The elderly are
historically more active and have more
free time, but according to Hylton, “we
need some new blood.” Young and
middle-aged adults, whom are typically
harder to reach, can now utilize a more
familiar electronic media for near-instant
information access. There is also a large
bulletin board that contains printed no-
tices in Takena Hall, across from the
Counseling Center. :

Besides helping others, being a volun-
teer - especially for students - provides at
least three other major benefits: experi-
ence, networking and references. Accord-
ing to Hylton, “It's an excellent way to
build contacts for job opportunities while
gaining experience, and we are happy to
provide references for scholarships and
future employment.”

The RSVP office for Linn County is
located on the LBCC campus in the Busi-
ness Office, room CC-119. The person to
contact is Beth Fox at 917-4476. The
Corvallis office is located at 630 N.W.
Seventh St,, Corvallis Ore., 97330. The
phone number is 753-9197.

Hylton sizes up today’s situation by
saying, “Budget cuts equal an increased
need for volunteers, otherwise a lot of
things aren’t going to happen.”

Wide variety of campus

Joanna Chan, one of eight
student ambassadors working
for Student Life & Leadership,
said the most rewarding part of
her job is when students come
in to tell her she made a
difference. Among the
ambassadors’ duties are to help
with new-student orientation
and to make calls to new
students during the term to see
how they are getting along.

Photo by Bonnie Quinones

Students find personal rewards
participating inambassador program

by Maria Arico
OF Thie ConmmIeY

Student Ambassadors at LBCC offer a number
of services for students on and off campus.

Joanna Chan has been a student at LBCC for
almost two years. She has been a student ambas-
sador at LBCC for two terms and is enrolled in the
pre-nursing program.

She says she wanted to become a student am-
bassador because she wanted a job on campus
thatoffered herleadership opportunities and spe-
cific experience working with people.

“We encourage people to be involved in all
departments at the college,” Chan said. “Our
primary focus is the recruitment and retention of
students at LBCC.”

She said student ambassadors organize and
participate in numerous programs on campus
and in the community. Two programs for new
students are the new-student orientation and a
retention-calling program.

New-student orientation includes tours and
introductory information for incoming students.
The retention-calling program is a series of three
calls from student ambassadors to all new stu-
dents during the year. The first call is to welcome
students to the campus. The second is to touch-
base with students during midterms, and then
again during finals to let them know about the
services and support available on campus.

To become a student ambassador you must
first fill out an application. Chan said it's an easy
application that asks a lot of questions about the
individual rather than prior work-history. There’s
alsoaninterview. Ambassadorsare selected based
on personality and volunteering they’ve done in
the past.

“I had never been asked so many questions
about me,” said Chan. “It was also the toughest

interview I'veever had, and I've been working for
20 years.”

“The most challenging thing for me about be-
ing an ambassador is being in front of 30 people
and hoping you have the right answers to all of
their questions,” she said. “The most rewarding
part is when a student comes in and remembers
something you did and it made a difference.”

She said there are eight student ambassador
positions available. Six are currently filled and the
remaining two are reserved for students with
work-study.,

Chan encourages those interested to stop by
the Student Life & Leadership office to pick up an
application and meet the people who work there.

Ambassadors also organize community out-
reach projects. Carol Wenzel, coordinator for Stu-
dent Ambassadors, worked with students to co-
ordinate an “Into the Streets” program where
students have helped out at the Lebanon Soup
Kitchen in past years.

She said the reason they’re not doing the “Into
the Streets” program this year isn’t because of
lack of student interest, but because the student
ambassadors wanted to do something differentin
the community for those in need this year.

The student ambassadors put on a clothing
drive at LBCC in October, and a student survival
workshop Nov. 13 focused around international
students.

Spring term the students will participate in
Project Page Turner where second and third grad-
ers come to LBCC from schools in Albany and
Lebanon. Students read to the children for an
hour and then buy them books.

Ambassadors organize a variety of events on
campus and in the community.

“QOur primary focusis the students,” said Chan.
“It's important to us that people stay and accom-
plish what they set out to accomplish.”

a Good Samaritan club?

clubs give students a
chance to get involved

by Michelle Bertalot
of The Commuter

Have you ever thought of
starting acheckers clubormaybe

ality with a little time and orga-
nization.

LBCC currently has 14 active
clubs: ASCET (American Soci-
ety-Civil Engineering), Campus
Ambassadors, Campus Family
Co-op, Education Club, Gay
Straight Alliance, Graphic Arts,
Horticulture, IAAP (college sec-
retaries), Multicultural Club,
Potter’s House Club (bible stud-
ies), RPM (Racing Performance
Mechanics), Spherical Cow (sci-
ence), Student Nurses, and the
Ultimate Frisbee club.

“We encourage clubs to be
inclusive rather than exclusive,”
commented Student Life and
Leadership department secre-
tary Terry Gordier.

To start a club there are sev-
eral things a student needs. First
off, the student needs to find an
adviser for the club. An adviser
may be any LBCC contracted
staff member,

According to Gordier, a stu-
dent also needs a minimum of
eight students to be charter
members of the club. Once the
students have the adviser and
members, they may pick up a
three-page form from the Stu-
dent Life and Leadership office
to petition the start of their club.

Once the forms are returned
they are submitted to the Asso-
ciated Student Government
where they officially recognize
the club.

Official LBCC clubs may use
campus facilities. In the
Multicultural Center there is a
computer specifically for club
use and a locker to store their
work in. Also, they may opt to
have seed money. The seed
money is $100 to start their club.

Lquiby repy

“The clubs can set up their own
club accounts on campus and
can use copying services here at
our office,” stated Gordier.

Nancy Haldeman, gender
esentative for LBCC,
formed Gender Equity Club. She
has secured eight students to
become charter members and
has submitted all forms to the
Associated Student Govern-
ment.

Haldeman tracked students
down that are in non-traditional
fields for the opposite sex. For
example, she found a female in
auto classes and one in engi-
neering to join the Gender Eg-
uity Club.

“Our whole goal is for stu-
dents to form their own support
group, have more friends, talk
about the problems they're hav-
ing and help them figure it out.
Also, we want to do some fun
activities,” Haldeman ex-
plained.

The club has not received of-
ficial recognition yet from the
student government, but is
ready to spring into action. “It
will be a whole lot easier once
the clubisestablished. Then each
year after that it just needs to be
reactivated,” commented
Haldeman.

“Imagine you're the one fe-
maleinacomputer science class,
you might feel a little lonely,”
Haldeman explained. The Gen-
der Equity clubwill providesup-
port for students in these situa-
tions.

“You can imagine you're the
one of the students that is differ-
ent, it's harderunless people are
nice to you,” Haldeman contin-
ued.

So the next time you're sit-
ting around with friends play-
ing checkers, why don’t you ask
about starting your own club.
The possibilities and benefits
may be endless.

dvice ofF
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by Sprengelmeyer & Davis

“CLASSIFIEDS

18" focal wheels. Good condition.
Includes 2 particularly new proxes
tires. Asking 400.00 for all; OBO.
Call Shane or Heather at 738-6472.

Must Sell: Wood /Metal desk $50;
desk chair $25; dining table / 6 chairs
$250; TV stand $20; white couch
$75; end tables $35 each; coffee table
$50; queen brass bed $125; night
stands $35 each; flower print sofa
$75; Microwave $25; color TV /re-
mote $50; treadmill $100; 3 hp gas
lawn mower $75; TV /microwave
cart $20; green recliner $45. OBO
Call 541-928-4124

Abercromble A.E., Gap, and more.
Come check us out! THE CLOTH-
ING EXCHANGE for men and
women. Monroe St. Corvallis. 541-
754-2264

needed!

Bar tender trainees
$250.00 a day potential. Local
potential. Local positions. 1-800-293-
3985 Ext 815

Spanish Tutor (#1681 Corvallis) Tutor
a high school junior with his Spanish I1

Crossword

class. Pay is $10/hr Also, we have an
English Language Instructor position
(#1680 Corvallis) that pays $10-12/hr
and an English-Spanish Literature
Translator job (#1676) They need
manuals translated to “Street” Spanish
& the work can possibly be done out of
your home. See Studept Employment
in T101 for your referral!

Reading Tutor (#1681) Tutor a spe-
cial 6-year-old 2-3 times a week for
1 hour in basic letter recognition &
reading skills. Pay's $7-10/hour
DOE. Please see Carla in the Career
Center (Takena 101) for more info!

Cashier/Deli (#1688-Albany)Ifyou
have good math and money han-
dling skills, this business needs
you! The job is swing shift, 24-30
hrs/week and pays $6.50-7/hour
DOE. please see us in the Career
Center (T101)

Temporary Engineer Specialist 1
(#1689-Corvallis) Great full-time,
temporary job where you are part of
a survey crew. They will provide
training, you get on-the job experi-
ence, possible permanent job in the
feturel pays $10-12 /hr DOE See me
in Student Employment (T101) for
more info!

Looking for live in care giver for 2
small children 4 and 6. Room and
wage negotiable. Every other week.
Monday-Friday 2PM -2AM. Please
call 541-766-8074
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RIS

Coverage of competetive and recreational

activities at LBCC, as well as from
around the state and nation

Boarders battle s

by Phillip Ruzek
of The Commuter

Tis’ the season to get out onto
the slopes and enjoy the cold
powder, justbe sure to stay clear
of avid skiers or snowboarders

who don't always respect each,,

other.

People of all ages share the
slopes, but over the years the
mutual territory has brought
some annoyance to snow lov-
ers. Thatannoyance comes from
snowboardersand downhill ski-
ers who quite frequently con-
flict with one another while en-
joying the mountains. This has
caused arguments between the
two which can be classified as
more or less a “generation is-
sue,” said Jenny Miller,
Timberhill Athletic Club per-
sonal trainer.

Miller has been downbhill ski-
ing for 38 years and has never
had a problem with
snowboarders. She has, al-
though, had problems withother
skiers that have been inconsid-
erate by cutting her off.

“I think we all can get along,”
Miller said.

With the two sharing the
mountain together in such close
proximity she can see where they
could clash. She says that there

Photo by Phillip Ruzek

A group of snowboarders and skiers share the powdery white snow on Mt. Hood, avoiding the conflicts
that have erupted on the slopes in recent years between the two types of outdoor enthusiasts.

arealotofinexperienced board-
ers who take up space on diffi-
cult routes. Snowboarders also
have more blind spots and take
larger turns than skiers.
“Stodgy skiers don’t like
change,” said Miller who be-
lieves skiers are easily frustrated.
She adds that it depends on the

4 : S *'-FM&W‘:-.‘:';;’H:“ B R L

136 SW Third St.
Corvallis, OR 97333
Call: 541-754-7944
Fax: 541-754-7950

EVERGREEN

Indian Cuisine

Open 7 days a week
Lunch: 11:30-2:30
Dinner: 5pm-9:30pm
Lunch Buffet: $5.95

Student Health
Services

In Takena Hall every
Wednesday, 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Services include:
Immunizations
Minor lliness

Sports and Required Physicals

STD Exams and Treatment

Reproductive Health Care

Pregnancy Testing
HIV Counseling and Testing
Most services are provided to students

at low-cost fees or free.
(based on household income)

For more info call

541-967-3888 or 800-304-7468
or check out our website:
www.lbcc.cc.or.us/healthservices

Sponsored by: Associated Student Government of
LBCC, Students Services Division, and Linn County
Health Department

person’s skill level.

However, there are some
people that say that the feud is
“adyingissue.” James (did not
want to give out his last name),
A Timberline Lodge Faculty
member agreesitis fading. James
has been snowboarding for
seven years and knows a lot of

Hours: ¢
Mon. - Thurs.”
8am to 6pm

- PFriday
8am o dpm

skiers and snowboarders. He
says that he has not seen any
conflict in a few years, but when
he did see it, it involved older
skiers and younger, inexperi-
enced snowboarders.

James points out that it all
depends on the person and that
the conflicts go both ways. Ski-

iers for space on the slopes

ers had to adapt when resorts
decided to open the facilities to
snowboarders.

Chris Johnston, communica-
tions manager at Mount Bach-
elor, says that there are more
crossovers in ski resorts.
Johnston has been downbhill ski-
ing for 30 years and spends a lot
of time with snowboarders.
Johnston said that when
snowboarding first appeared,
snowboarders did not know the
rules of the mountain or “abide
by the responsibility code,” but
with time that has died.

However there is still some
resentment between older ski-
ers and snowboarders. Johnston
mentioned that an older skier
wanted a downbhill skiing area
strictly for skiing.

One snowboarder who's an-
noyed with skiersis Bruce Pryor,
Corvallis resident and student.
He has experienced skiers do-
ing zigzag turns in front of him
and other snowboarders. Pryor
says that some downhill skiers
expect snowboarders to act like
skiers.

There’salso a personality con-
flict between the two, said Steve
Shapiro, snowboarder and stu-
dentatOSU. “Snowboarders are
rebels and skiers are conform-
ist,” he said.
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Bestowing honors
where they belong

oes anybody re
memberthedays
of the great foot-

ball dynasties?
Come on, it wasn't that
long ago. Remember the
Cowboys of the early 90s or
the 49ers in the 80s. Some of
you might even remember
the amazing teams from the
70s, such as the Steelers, Dol-
phins and Raiders. If youare
having trouble remembering
anyone of these eras, don’'t
worry about it, because the

team in the league, there is
almost always a team that is
just about as good. These
twoteamsnormally will meet
in the playoffs and producea
whale of a game or series.
Think about it, how exciting
was the Lakers-Kings series
last year, or the Red Wings-
Avalanch series. These se-
ries were unbelievable, with
two superior teams meeting
head on.

As 1 mentioned earlier,

football used to have this—

National Football Leaguehas remember the great 49er-
finally putan Cowboy
end to all this NFC title
ﬂﬂt;sense of  “My own opinion on %f:i;laeﬁmsi?
real teams. S 2 te

The NFL . Licparity in the early90s, or
has always league is m:':t ‘ﬂm most the great
triedtocreate  popular opinion AFCbattles
paritywithin  amongst fans. People of the
itself. Every  seem to like this new 1970s?
year  the  1,.000 where each When there
worstteamin ¢ : st is a domi-
the league m"f P m:!w - of nant team
gets the first  mediocre. in any pro-
draft pick fessional
and they also Srpotig™
get statisti- league, fans

cally the easiestschedule. The
better a team is, the harderits
schedule will be and the
lower its draft slots will be.
Now I have no problem with
this method of parity because
it does not completely make
every team equal.

It's the salary cap that
makes it so difficult to hold
together teams.

Bottom line, football is a
buisiness. There are 32 busi-
nesses in the same market, all
trying to bid for customers.
The businesses get more cus-
tomers the more they win. In
the real buisiness world the
way someone would try to
compete with the larger mar-
kets is to spend some money
and try tomake the best prod-
uct possible. But no, instead
professional sports likes to
put its players, coaches and
personnel on a carrousel,
traveling around from city to
city like nomads.

My own opinion on the
parity in the league is not the
most popular opinion
amongst fans. People seem
tolike this new league, where
each team is now just medio-
cre. And Ido agree, that this
season has produced some
very exciting games. There
have already been 20 over-
time games in 13 weeks; the
record is 21.

But what I am complain-
ing about is that there are no
longer those really good
games anymore.

When there is a dominant

»

will either love to root for
them, or love to root against
them, and that is always ex-
citing.

So now that the NFL is in
parity heaven, what will hap-
pen in the last month of the
regular season? Tradition-
ally, after Thanksgiving we
have a good picture of what
teams will be in the playoffs
and what they need to do to
clinch positions. This year,
the NFC for the most part has
that situation. Green Bay,
Tampa Bay and Philadelphia
seem to be the front runners.
Itis pivitol for these teams to
get home-field advantage.
The Bucs cannot play in cold
weather, Green Bay can’t
seem to win anywhere be-
sidesathome, and Philly does
not want to visit the Pack or
Tampa. New Orleans and
Atlanta are also looking to
make the playoffs, butif these
teams have to go up north to
play, there finished. So who
ever gets home field in the
NFC will be in Super Bowl
XXXVIILL

Now for the AFC, here's
what we do to predict what
teams will be in the playoffs.
First we get 13 little tabs of
paper, assigning the tabs to
each of the teams with win-
ning records in the AFC. The
final step is to throw all the
papers in a hat and then ran-
domly draw six names out of
it. And this is probably the
best way to pick the AFC rep-
resentatives.

Volleyball team closes season
with 1-2 playoff showing

by Thomas McGeary
of The Commuter

“We had great defensive rally, but their tips to
the middle hurt us and they were able to spring on

The women'’s volleyball team closed the sea-
son Nov..21 and 22 at the NWAACC Tournament
in Spokane, Wash., where the Roadrunners won
their opener but dropped the next two matches.

Linn-Benton opened inimpressive style against
No. 1 Highline Community College, which had a
regularseason record of 14-0in the West Division.

“We played our best game of the season,”
stated Coach Frazier, as the Runners upset
Highline 15-30, 30-28, 30-27, 26-30, 20-18 in a
match that lasted over two hours.

Next up was No. 2 out of the East Division,
Columbia Basin, with a season record of 10-2.

us,” stated Coach Frazier. The Runners lost in

three straight games 30-27, 30-24, and 30-27.

The loss put LB against No. 2 out of the West
Division, Lower Columbia, for their final game in
the tournament. “We lost our spirit in the Colum-
bia loss,” stated Frazier. The games against Co-
lumbia Basin were hard fought, and with little
time to recover between matches, the Runners
fought hard but lost 31-29, 30-24.

The Northwestern Athletic Association of
Communtiy Colleges all-star game will be Dec. 7

atClackamas Community Collegein Oregon City.

Leslea Brown of LB will be on the first team and
Kimberlie West will be on the second team.

The LBCC track, once the training ground for three decades of track and field athletes, sits mostly
empty this year following the elimination of the intercollegiate track program. The track is still used

by students in physical education courses, however.

Photo by Jeremy Hennig

Trackless students look to other
colleges to fulfill competitive urge

by Carlie Russum
of The Commuter

LBCC has had a competitive
intercollegiate track program
since the early 1970s.

But last year it was cut along
with other programs when the
college was forced to trim its
budget.

This was the first time in de-
cades LB has been forced to
eliminate an athletic program.
Inthe 1970s men’s wrestling and
women'’s softball were dropped
and in the 1980s cross country
was eliminated. Brad Carman,
who has been the track coach at
LB for many years, now only
teaches physical education
courses. He could notbe reached
for comment.

The track program hasbeen a
success at LBCC. Three Olym-
pic athletes have honed their
skills here. Last year two mem-
bers of the team, Jennifer Dionne
and Heidi Van Dam earned the
junior college All-American sta-

' tus by finishing in the top three

in their events at the
NWAACC competition. Dionne
was named NWAACC cham-
pion in the javelin with a throw
of 142 feet and one inch. Van
Dam came in second in the shot
put with a throw of 40°11".
Dionne continues to attend
LBCC because it was hard to
leave behind friends and fam-
il)}, including her twin sister
Janine who is playing both vol-
leyball and basketball, and her
oldersister A.J., whoisthe coach
for the women'sbasketball team.
She has joined the lady Roadru-
nners basketball team but will
transfer to Lane in the spring so
she can compete in track.
“Having the track program
cut was a big shock,” Dionne
said. “It messed up a lot of stu-
dentsplansbecauseweintended
on being here for two years. We
got used to the coaches and then
at the end of the season we had
to figure something else out.”
She mentioned that a couple of

the LB track athletes transferred
to Chemeketa this fall in order
to continue their passion for
track.

Dionne feels that the program
was cutbecause itwas limited in
numbers. Initially, there were
about 40 student athletes en-
rolled in the class, buteach term
the number decreased and only
seven competitors actually fin-
ished the season. Also, she ex-
plained that a new track surface
and new equipment were
needed in order to keep the pro-
gram going, making it more ex-
pensive to continue compared
to the other athletic programs.
After this year, Dionne plans to
further her education and ath-
letics at Western Oregon Uni-
versity.

It does not look like LB will
have a competitive track team
anytime in the near future. But,
there will still be a track class
offered spring term for those
who want the experience with-
out the competition.
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Lady Roadrunners find their
groove after returning home

by Thomas MGeary
of The Commuter

he LBCC women's basketball team tri-
T umphed at the pre-turkey day game

L. Wednesday Nov. 27. This victory was
sweet especially due to the two hard-foughtlosses
that opened the preseason.

The Runner’s had opened their new season
Friday Nov.22 with a loss at South Puget Sound
C.C. SPSCC put up a big 79 points while Linn-
Benton could only muster 65.

Forward Priscilla Hendrix had a season high
with 25 points and eight rebounds in the game,
while reliable guard Marisa Higgins put up 18
points for the Lady Runners.

Higgins and Hendrix again teamed up to lead
the team in its second game on the road, this one
atHighline Community College onSaturday Nov.
23. Higgins had a huge game with 21 points,
while the powerful Hendrix scored 16 to go along
with a team-high 11 rebounds. Sharon VanEaton
came off the bench to contribute a significant 10
points, but it was not enough to beat Highline.

The Lady Runner’s first win of the preseason
came against Linfield College at the LBCC Activi-
ties Center. The game opened with a heartfelt

rendition of the Star Spangled Banner, performed
by the father of Head Coach Anjanette Dionne
and her younger twin sisters, Jennifer and Janine,
who play on the team. That seemed to send the
Runners onto the floor with lots of energy.

With 5:34 left in the first half, the Lady Runners
had built a four-point lead, and the half ended
with LB playing great on defense and fluidly on
offense, with good passing and good looks at the
basket. Janine Dionne putina clutch three-pointer
right before the half for a 29-25 half- time lead.

When the second half started the Runners came
out a little flat until Hendrix provided some fuel
with strong battles under the hoop. But with poor
cross-court passes and missed free throws, the
Runners let Linfield get close.

But then the team really warmed up and
VanEaton put in two clutch free throws that put
LB up 42-39. After VanEaton went down with an
ankle sprain, Jessie Zieglér had a great steal and
Kimberlie West drew the foul. Higgins quick feet
gave her a rebound off West’s missed-free-throw,
followed by a steal for two important baskets that
put the score at 46-39.

LB then started a trap defense and Higgins hit
two . three-pointers that gave the crowd some-
thing to scream about as LB cruised to a 66-58 win.

Men place 2nd in Turkey Shootout

by Thomas McGeary
of The Commuter

13 points, James Muncrief's 16 The opening game put the men
points, six rebounds and three

against Wenatchee Valley, the

steals, Justin Duke’s 12 points No. 5 team in the East Division.

and Bvron Orth’s six reboundss -~ The:Runners, led Schmid¥'s

"ORITS

r l 1he Linn Benton men’s
basketball team opened
the season with two im-
pressive wins.

The men opened the season
by traveling south to Eugene to
take on Northwest Christian on
Friday, Nov.22. Led by 6-5 fresh-
man Ryan Schmidt’s 29 points,
the Runners won 90-81. Notable
team stats include Kyler Shinn’s

“Qurfirst-half defense played
very strong, but we need to im-
prove,” stated coach Randy Falk
on his first win of the season.
Though Falk seemed content, he
noted, “We need to make better
decisions with the ball.”

Last weekend the men took
part in the Turkey Shootout
Tourney in Mt. Vernon, Wash.

MEN’S BASKETBALL SCHEDULE

DATE OPPONENT SITE TIME
Thu Dec 5 Dale Bates Tourney  Eugene 3 &8pm
Fri Dec 6 Dale Bates Tourney Eugene TBA*
Thu Dec19 CrossoverTourney  LBCC 7pm
Fri Dec20  Crossover Tourney LBCC TBA*
Sat Dec21  Crossover Tourney LBCC TBA*
Sat Dec28  Christmas Tourney Ore. City TBA*
Sun Dec29  Christmas Tourney Ore. City TBA*
Mon Dec30 Christmas Tourney Ore. City TBA*
Sat Jan4 Blue Mountain C.C Pendleton 7pm
Wed Jan8 Mt. Hood C.C. LBCC 7:30pm

* Call 917-4242 for times

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL SCHEDULE

DATE OPPONENT SITE TIME
Thu  Dec5 Dale Bates Tourney  Eugene 1pm
Fri Decé Dale Bates Tourney Eugene TBA*
Fri Dec13  ColumbiaBasin C.C.  Pasco, WA 6pm
Sat  Dec14  WallaWallaC.C. Walla Walla, WA TBA
Fri Dec20  Crossover Tourney Lakewood, WA TBA*
Sat Dec21 Crossover Tourney Lakewood, WA TBA*
Sun Dec22  Crossover Tourney Lakewood, WA TBA*
Fri Jan3 Wenatchee Valley C.C. LBCC 6pm
Wed Jans Mt. Hood C.C LBCC 5:30pm

26 points, won the opening game
77-73. Sophomore James
Muncrief scored 15 and Jacob
Espinoza followed with 10
points,

Inthe championship game the
men faced a tough opponent,
the No. 4 team out of the North
Division, Skagit Valley. Schmidt
scored 12 points and Espinoza
had 11, but it was not enough to
answer the Skagit Valley attack.
The Runners fell hard to Skagit
Valley in the championship
game 88-59. Though Muncrief
and Schmidt were named to the
All Tourney team.

Coverage of competetive and recreational
activities at LBCC, as well as from =
around the state and nation

Photo by Thomas M*Geary

Kandice McClung goes up for a shot in last Wednesday's victory
over Linfield College in the Activities Center.

Little Caesars’

Best Pizza Value in America.

BUY 1 PIZZA
AND RECEIVE
AN 8 PC.
CRAZY BREAD
FREE WITH
THIS AD!!

1541-928-1000
I 1705 HILL

! STREET S.E.

I

It’'s more than |.
a degree.
It's your future.

Linfield Adult Degree Program

Let our reputation boost yours.
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Northwest Christmas trees move into Mexico

by Bradley Meacham
The Seattle Times

eliz Navidad is taking on new
E meaning for Washington’s Christ-

mas tree growers. Rising personal
income in Mexico and other parts of Latin
Americameans abigger marketformany
kinds of luxury items - including real
Christmas trees.

It couldn’t come at a better time for
growers, who are gradually losing the
battle with fake trees for the American
living room.

Trees have long been exported to
American expatriates and military per-
sonnel abroad, as well as to markets such
as Hong Kong and Japan. But the trees
will never be much more than a novelty
niche in non-Christian cultures.

By contrast, demand for trees in
Mexico, with a Roman Catholic-domi-
nated cultureand a growing middle class,
grew rapidly in the 1990s.

Mexico now accounts for 9 percent of
Christmas trees harvested in the North-
west, according to the Pacific Northwest
Christmas Tree Association in Salem, Ore.

This year growers will export about
1.2 million trees to Mexico, at wholesale
prices ranging from $12 for Douglas fir,
the most popular export species, to $30
for noble fir.

“The sky’s the limit,” said Bryan
Ostlund, the association’s executive.
“Mexico City alone could keep us busy
for years.”

Though precise export statistics are
hard to come by because permits don’t

Photo by Jeremy Hennig

Christmas tree stands like this one in Corvallis are beginning to pop up south of the
border with increasing frequency as Mexican citizens adopt the tradition.The trend
means an expanding market for Northwest tree growers, who now send 9 percent of

their harvest to Mexico.

handle much of the shipping, growers
say the volume is increasing.

Home Depot, Wal-Mart, Costco and
Mexican chain stores are booming south
of the border, making it easier for con-
sumers to find Christmas trees.

The Mexican government is encour-
aging the Christmas tree trade. The Mexi-
can consulate in Seattle recently did a
study of the Christmas tree industry for
aMexican maker of plastic tree bases and
expects trade to grow as ties strengthen.

Trees now are loaded into refriger-
ated containers to theborder, where they
are reloaded into Mexican trucks for

transport to the retailers.

Though the North America Free Trade
Agreement madetradeeconomical, atree
shipment to Mexico City still takes at
least a week.

The Bush administration last week
announced plans toallow Mexican trucks
throughout the U.S., potentially stream-
lining future shipments to south of the
border.

“Exportis definitely abright avenue,”
said Tom Taylor, a salesman for Noble
Mountain Christmas trees in Chehalis,
Wash.

“It's outside our traditional market

“The sky’s the limit.. Mexico
City alone could keep us
busy for years.”

» Bryan Ostlund

and any growth there helps at home.”

Most trees grown in Washington, the
country’s fourth-largest producer, and
Oregon, the biggest, are shipped to other
states, with California alone accounting
for 46 percent of trees harvested.

But unfortunately for growers, the
domestic market is shrinking as busy
consumersincreasingly putuplow-main-
tenance artificial trees.

Real and fake trees each had about
half the nationwide market in 1990. But
since then the number of fake trees has
grown to 60.3 million, or 68 percent of the
households with Christmas trees.

The total number of real trees sold
dropped to 27.8 million in 2001 from 35.4
million in 1990, according to the National
Christmas Tree Association in St. Louis.

New markets could help Washington
tree farmers who say they’re struggling
in the face of stricter environmental regu-
lations and rising land prices.

“It's definitely getting more difficult
to run a business,” said Mark
Steelhammer, owner of KLM Christmas
Tree Farm in Rochester, Thurston County.

Obstaclesin Washington include time-
consuming permits, regulationsonspray-
ing, and water quality. The pending in-
crease in labor-and-industry taxes means
labor becomes more expensive.

provide specific totals and middlemen

Schools forced to open student records to military recruiters

by Ron Hutcheson
Knight Ridder Newspapers

Military recruiters looking for a few good high school
students will have an easier time finding them, thanks
to a new federal law that requires schools to turn over
students’ names, addresses and phone numbers.

Congress ordered the school-to-military coopera-
tion as part of the No Child Left Behind Act, the educa-
tion overhaul that President Bush championed last
year. The law, which went into effect in July, also forces
high school administrators to let military recruiters
onto their campuses.

The terms apply to any school, public or private, that
gets federal money under the Elementary and Second-
ary Education Act. The only exemptions are private
schools with religious objections to military service.

The requirements are welcome news at the Penta-
gon, but some school administrators aren’t at all happy
about them. Schools that refuse to obey risk losing
federal education money.

Parents can block the release of their children’snames,
home addresses and phone numbers by instructing
school officials to withhold them.

Critics say the law is an invasion of students’ privacy
and an affront to the principle of local control over
schools. They also question the need for the changes,

“Many of those best able to advise youth
about post-high school options - teachers,
counselors, coaches, parents — have little
firsthand experience with today's
military. (They) may underestimate the
military’s value.”

» Defense Department

since all of the armed services met their recruitment
goals last year.

Some educators are becoming aware of the new
requirements only now because the recruiting provi-
sions were overlooked in the midst of Bush's far-reach-
ing education overhaul. The main thrust of the law is to
require standardized tests for all students and to set
tough accountability standards for schools.

School administrators were put on notice about the
recruiting terms in October by a joint letter from De-

fense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld and Education Secre- -

tary Rod Paige, who urged schools to “work closely
with military recruiters.” They reminded educators
that the disclosure requirement applies to juniors as
well as graduating seniors.

Before the law went into effect, as many as 2,000 high

schools barred military recruiters, out of about 21,700
high schools nationwide, according to Defense Depart-
ment estimates. Most schools are extremely reluctant to
share personal information about their students, espe-
cially since other federal laws severely limit the release
of students’ data.

“We've been very zealous about student privacy,
and with good reason — the parents want that,” said
Bruce Hunter, director of public policy at the American
Association of School Administrators.

The Defense Department predicts that easier access
to high school students will significantly reduce re-
cruitment costs, which have nearly doubled over the
past decade, to $11,600 from $6,500 per new enlistee.
The armed services need about 210,000 recruits a year to
maintain theall-volunteer military, in addition to 150,000
recruits annually for National Guard and reserve units.

Finding recruits has become more difficult in recent
years. The boom economy of the 1990s, an increase in
college enrollments and even the shrinking military all
made it harder to find volunteers.

“Many of those best able to advise youth about post-
high school options — teachers, counselors, coaches,
parents — have little firsthand experience with today’s
military,” says the Defense Department. “Those adult
influences may underestimate the military’s value as a
powerful foundation for success in any endeavor.”
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