Linn Benton Community                        College Department of Psychology                              Winter 2017

General Psychology PSY 201

T/R 6-7:50 pm

Instructor: Demitrus Ewing
Office: LC 222
E-mail: ewingd@linnbenton.edu 
Telephone: email only
Office Hours: 5:00-6:00 T/R
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Class Location: Lebanon Center Room 222 

Course Description:
PSY 201 General Psychology is an introduction to several of the different sub­fields and methods of study in psychology. Students should leave this course with an understanding of the biological and cognitive aspects of psychology, including history, methodology, biological foundations of behavior, human development, sensation, perception, learning, memory, language and problem­ solving. 

There are no prerequisites for this class, however, it is recommended that you place at or above the ALS 115 Advanced College Reading and Learning Strategies and WR 115 Introduction to College Writing levels are recommended for success in this course.

Course Objectives/Learning Outcomes:
As a result of successfully completing this course, you should be able to: 
· Describe major facts and theories from the domain of psychology. 
· Recognize and articulate the interplay between social, psychological 
     and biological forces. 
· Apply relevant psychological phenomena to everyday relationships and 
     situations. 
· Combine and synthesize psychological concepts and theories to draw 
     reasonable conclusions, develop intelligent skepticism, and critically analyze information 

Required Materials:
· Myers, D. (2015). Psychology, 11th Edition. New York, NY: Worth. 
· Moodle 
· Internet Access 

Course Requirements:
Your final grade in this class will be determined by your performance on the following: 

In-Class Assignments: 
There will be 4 in-class assignments throughout the term. These assignments can only be completed in class and cannot be made up for any reason. They will be worth 2.5 points each. 

Quizzes/Extra Credit: 
There will be 2 quizzes completed in class only throughout the term (generally before an exam, but who knows) that will count as extra credit. Quizzes will be worth 5 points each and cannot be made up for any reason.  

Homework Assignments: There will be 7 homework assignments this term that must be completed and submitted via Moodle. Each homework assignment is worth 5 points and are due Mondays by 5pm. Late assignments for any reason will be get 2.5 points for up to a week. After a week, no points will be awarded. 

PROJECTS/ASSIGNMENTS (GENERAL INFORMATION): All written work should be in general APA style (e.g., typed, double-spaced, with 1 inch margins and 12 point Times New Roman type). All assignments must be submitted through Moodle. I will not accept assignments submitted using any other method. 

TECHNICAL SUPPORT ISSUES: Students will be expected to have regular access to a computer capable with up-to-date multi-media capabilities and a reliable Internet Service Provider (ISP). There are systems available on campus if that is your only alternative, but you should then expect to spend a substantial amount of time in the labs. You need to already possess the computer skills necessary to operate and maintain your own computer system, access and effectively use the Internet, use e-mail, participate in discussion rooms and threads, post on blog sites, take online exams, create files, save files, open different file types, rename files, upload files, download files, and install and update software. You will also need a current Web Browser and Office Suite Software.  

Technological failures are not considered a valid excuse for failing to submit projects/papers on time (with the exception of Moodle being unavailable). To avoid having problems due to crashed hard drives, broken computers, corrupted files, etc., please make sure to make multiple backup copies of your work and store these copies in different locations. For example, you may want to have copies of your paper on your hard drive, network drive, and a portable storage device. 

Required assignments submitted late will be accepted, but at a 50% discount. This includes cases where the wrong file has been submitted, the file has been submitted in the incorrect format, and the file submitted is corrupt in some fashion.

Class Cancellation: Although this is extremely unlikely, emergencies do happen. If there is a need to cancel class, I will send out a class email as soon as I know about the cancellation. In addition, a note will be posted on the classroom door. 

Email Correspondence: I recommend using email for correspondence under most circumstances, as this is typically the easiest way to contact me. I will attempt to respond to all emails as soon as possible (within 24 hours). However, I may not immediately respond to emails sent during non-business hours. Accordingly, any pressing issues that would be addressed over email should be communicated during business hours (8 am-5pm M-F).  

Class Attendance: Although no formal attendance policy will be enforced after the first week, you are expected to attend class every day. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to get the notes from one of the other students in class. If you know that you will be missing a class in advance, it is your responsibility to complete any work before it is due. Again, in-class assignments and quizzes cannot be made up for any reason and late homework is reduced by 50% for up to one week.

Class Environment: Please do your part in making a classroom environment that is conducive to learning. Any behavior that is disrespectful to your classmates or the instructor will not be tolerated. 

Academic Honesty: I expect academic and personal honesty. Cheating will not be tolerated. All work submitted for this course should be solely for this course. 

Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to: 
(a) Cheating- intentional use or attempted use of artifice, deception, fraud, and/or misrepresentations of one’s academic work 
(b) Fabrication- unauthorized falsification and/or invention of any information of citation in any academic exercise 
(c) Facilitating dishonesty– helping or attempting to help another person commit an act of academic dishonesty. This includes students who substitute for other persons in examinations or represent as their own papers, reports, or any other academic work of others; 
(d) Plagiarism- representing without giving credit the words, data, or ideas of another person as one’s own work in any academic exercise. This includes submitting, in whole or in part, prewritten term papers of another of research of another, including but not limited product of commercial vendor who sell or distribute such materials. And the appropriation of and/or use of electronic data of another person or persons as one’s own, or using such data without giving proper credit for it 
(e) Any use or attempted use of electronic devices in gaining an illegal advantage in academic work in which use of these devices is prohibited, and such devices include but are not limited to cell phones, pdas, laptops, programmable calculators, etc. 

Trouble in Class? If your test grades don’t reflect the amount of effort you put in, COME SEE ME. I can help you identify problems in your study habits, note taking, etc. that may be impeding your progress. Come in, and we can work together to pull your grades up. 

College Policies
Students with Disabilities: 
Students who may need accommodations due to documented disabilities, who have medical information which the instructor should know, or who need special arrangements in an emergency, should speak with the instructor during the first week of class. If you have not accessed services and think you may need them, please contact the Center for Accessibility Resources (CFAR), 917­4789. If you have documented your disability, remember that you must complete a Request for Accommodations form every term in order to receive accommodations. 

Non­-Discrimination Policy: 
LBCC prohibits unlawful discrimination based on race, color, religion, ethnicity, use of native language, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, disability, veteran status, age, or any other status protected under applicable federal, state, or local laws (for further information http://po.linnbenton.edu/BPsandARs/ Board Policy P1015). 

Incomplete Grades: 
You may be eligible for an ‘Incomplete’ grade if you have finished 90% of the class work. If you have an ‘Incomplete,’ all coursework must be finished by the end of the next term. I can only award an ‘A’, ‘B’, ‘C’, ‘D’, or ‘F’ grade. You must contact me before the end of the term with proper documentation to receive an Incomplete. 

Final Grades: 
Grade Percent/245 Total Points 
A 90-100 
B 80-89 
C 70-79 
D 60-69
F 50-59  

Tentative Course Schedule
(Changes will be announced – you are responsible for being aware of these announcements even if you are absent from class) 

Day/Topic/Chapter

  Jan. 10 T Introduction to class/History of Psychology 
         12 R Thinking Critically With Psychology Chapter 1 
         17 T Thinking Critically With Psychology Chapter 1
         19 R Biology of the Mind Chapter 2
         24 T Biology of the Mind Chapter 2
         26 R Biology of the Mind Chapter 2 
         31 T Nature versus Nurture 4 
   Feb. 2 R Nature versus Nurture 4 
           7 T Developing Through the Lifespan Chapter 5 
           9 R Developing Through the Lifespan Chapter 5
         14 T Midterm Exam
         16 R Sensation and Perception Chapter 6 
         21 T Sensation and Perception Chapter 6
         23 R Learning 7 
         28 T Learning 7
  Mar. 2 R Memory 8 
           7 T Memory 8 
           9 R Thinking and Language Chapter 9
         14 T Intelligence Chapter 10 
         16 R Review
         21 T Final Exam

