Rust – WR 115 ALP Syllabus – 2

WRITING 115 – Fall 2018

         
Instructor: Dr. Stephen Rust, PhD

CRN 26410, 3 Cr.    
           



Office: IA 222 / Hours: MW 1-1:50pm
 MW 3-3:50 in NSH 207, F 3-3:50 online

Email: rusts@linnbenton.edu 
Course Description
WR 115 introduces college-level critical inquiry in academic reading and writing.  Students critically read, summarize and respond in paragraph format.  Students develop expository essay writing skills, review conventions, and use individual and collaborative writing processes.  This section of WR 115 is part of the Advanced Learning Program here at LBCC. As such this should be considered an honors level WR 115 course, specially designed to support student success in a concurrent WR 121 course in which students must also be enrolled.
Required Texts and Materials are the same as WR 121
· They Say, I Say (2rd or 3rd Edition), published by W.W. Norton

· The Little Seagull Handbook with Exercises (3nd Edition) published by W.W. Norton
· Type and format all work in Microsoft Word and save on a secure USB or web drive
· Access to Canvas Learning Platform (you’ll receive an email by Week 2 to register)
WR 115 Learning Outcomes

Students who successfully complete all course assignments will be able to:

1. Write thoughtful, clear, and focused paragraphs and essays for a variety of purposes.  

2. Illustrate critical reading by clearly summarizing, paraphrasing, and directly quoting. 

3. Distinguish your ideas from others’ ideas.

4. Focus a main point and develop this main point clearly and logically using examples and illustrations in a well-organized essay. 

5. Revise writing using standard college editing and proofreading conventions (grammar, syntax, spelling, punctuation). 
Note: This course is transferable as an elective, but does not satisfy institutional writing requirements for the degree seeking or transfer student.

PREREQUISITE: Placement by CPT or successful completion of WR9

What I Expect from You
I expect you to succeed in this class. To do that you will need to complete all reading assignments, homework, and essays on time and to the very best of your ability.  I expect you to come to class prepared, awake, sober, and fully-engaged. Bring your books to class. Turn off your phone before class or sit by the door if you are waiting for an emergency call/text and need to step outside to answer. Ask questions, engage in discussion, and be prepared to work in groups with any and all class members. Bring an open-mind, a positive attitude, and act at all times as a professional. 
What You Can Expect from Me

I will respond to your questions and concerns as clearly and sincerely as possible and am always happy to talk about any aspect of the class. I will be on-time to class and office hours and respond to emails within 48 hours. I will provide you with the same level of instruction as students I have taught at Oregon State University and the University of Oregon. I will listen to you and treat you with the utmost respect. I will grade fairly and provide detailed feedback
Attendance and Late Work
Attendance will be taken daily. Frequent absence will impact your ability to complete in-class assignments and earn participation points and thus will impact your overall course grade. Frequent tardiness equals absence. If you miss class, check with a classmate to see what you missed and send me an email, preferably before the class. Reading Responses and other homework assignments accepted up to 1 week late at a 50% penalty. I do not typically accept late essays unless you contact me prior to a missed deadline to explain the situation and make arrangements for catching up in a timely manner, typically at a 40% penalty.
Academic Honesty

All work submitted in this course must be your own and written exclusively for this course. The use of sources (for quotations, paraphrases, and ideas) must be properly documented. Please consult The Little Seagull Handbook for a definition of plagiarism and information on documentation. Violations in academic honest will result, at minimum, in a failing grade on the assignment and depending on the severity of the violation may result in course failure.

Sustainability

To reduce paper consumption, please feel free to print all documents double-sided and to use recycled paper whenever possible. Expand page margins to reduce white space and avoid waste.
LBCC Disability Services

LBCC is committed to inclusiveness and equal access to higher education. If you have approved accommodations through the Center for Accessibility Resources (CFAR) and would like to use your accommodations in this class, please talk to your instructor as soon as possible to discuss your needs. If you believe you may need accommodations, but are not yet registered with CFAR, please go to http://linnbenton.edu/cfar for steps on how to apply for services or call 541-917-4789.
LBCC Comprehensive Statement of Nondiscrimination
LBCC prohibits unlawful discrimination based on race, color, religion, ethnicity, use of native language, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, disability, veteran status, age, or any other status protected under applicable federal, state, or local laws. For further information see Board Policy P1015 at http://po.linnbenton.edu/BPsandARs/
LBCC Diversity Commitment Statement:
Linn-Benton Community College recognizes and affirms difference and variety as integral to an inclusive representation of humanity and the educational community. To thrive as an academic institution, LBCC fosters a learning and working environment that encourages multiple perspectives and the free exchange of ideas. LBCC expects all who work, study or teach at the college to be committed to these principles which are an essential part of our focus, goals, and mission.
Incompletes
Incompletes will not be awarded in this course except under extraordinary circumstances and only with the approval of the English Department chair. 

Course Work and Grading
In addition to supporting your work in WR 121, ALP section WR 115 students will also complete the following assignments during the term:
· Write three summary paragraphs and three response paragraphs and two short essays (at least 500 – 750 words).  In these writing projects, students will demonstrate mastery of a writing process (pre-writing, shaping, drafting, and revising).
· Attend the WR 115 section regularly and participate in all in-class activities.
· Maintain a weekly writing journal of two entries per week (250-500 words each)
· Students will complete in-class and out-of-class grammar exercises.  Mastery of grammar conventions will be assessed within the context of the student’s writing.
· Students will be able to pass a WR 115 exit final exam (holistically graded) In a two-hour testing situation, students critically read a short essay then handwrite a summary and response paragraph. ALP students unable to earn credit for WR 121 may be asked to take the WR 115 final in order to demonstrate mastery of WR 115 course learning outcomes. *Note: ALP students generally take only the WR 121 final during finals week.
Participation

In addition to actively participating in class discussions you will complete one-two group presentations during the term. This is not a speech class so these will be low-key and you can use notes or other aids.  I assign presentations because they help you professionalize, develop your own voice as a writer, and engage with your classmates as part of a discourse community.  

Also, you are required to make use of the LBCC Writing Center twice during the term outside of class. From initial ideas to final drafts, the Writing Center can help you take your writing to the next level. For more information, head to http://linnbenton.edu/learning-center/writing-center You can drop in during regular hours to work one-on-one with a Writing Assistant or submit your writing online at lbcc.writingcenteronline.net and receive feedback within 1-2 business days.  Writing center visits must be completed at least one day before any major assignment is due, no exceptions. 
Final Exam
All students enrolled in WR 121 at LBCC take a common final exam. The exam consists of two one-hour periods on Monday of finals week from 12:00-12:50 and on Tuesday from 11:30am-12:20pm. Location TBA. Bring two blank exam books. On Monday you will be given two questions. You will choose one question and have 50 minutes to draft your short essay response. Your draft will be turned in at the end of the period. On Tuesday, you will revise, edit, and proofread your essay. You may use a dictionary. If possible, we will have access to a computer classroom for the final. All work for this class will help you prepare for the final, including the major and minor essays. Extra time will only be allowed if you have a documented learning disability or if English is not your native language. Your final will be graded by another English Department faculty member using a 6 point scale.  For sample essays and more details about the final visit: https://www.linnbenton.edu/current-students/student-support/instructional-departments/english/writing/about-the-wr121-final 
COURSE SCHEDULE
(Subject to change. Any changes will be announced in class and posted to my instructor webpage.)

Complete are readings and assignments before class on the days indicated below.
Week One: Introductions and Expectations

24 Sept.
Course introduction class visit to the LBCC Writing Center and Learning Zone

26 Sept.
WR 115 Essay 1 assignment, final exam preview

28 Sept.
Online class: Dr. Rust available by email and Canvas. 
Complete WR 121 Assignment due by 4pm

Week Two: Entering the Conversation
1 Oct.

Work on WR 115 Summary / Response 1
3 Oct.

Work on WR 115 Summary / Response 1
5 Oct.

Online class: WR 121 assignment due by 4pm 
Week Three: Distinguishing What You Say from What They Say

8 Oct.

WR 115 Summary / Response 1 Peer Review
10 Oct.

WR 115 Summary / Response 1 Final Draft due by end of class
12 Oct. 
Online class: WR 121 assignment due by 4pm
Week Four: Organizing and Clarifying

15 Oct.

Summary / Response 2
17 Oct

 WR 115 Summary / Response 2 Final Draft due by end of class
19 Oct. 
Online class: HW #6 (Little Seagull Handbook) due by 4pm
Week Five: Composing, Revising, Completing
22 Oct.

Extended workshop of WR 121 Essay 2 first drafts
24 Oct.

Workday for WR 121 Essay 2 Revisions
26 Oct.

Online class: WR 121 Essay 2 Final draft due by 4pm
Week Six: Composing Sustainability

29 Oct.

Catch Up Day
31 Oct.

Extended discussion of WR 121 Sustainability: Foundations readings
2 Nov.

Online class: WR 121 Assignment due by 4pm
Week Seven: From Local to Global

5 Nov.

Work on WR 115 Summary / Response 3
7 Nov.

Work on WR 115 Summary / Response 3
9 Nov.

Online class: WR 121 Assignment due by 4pm
Week Eight: Narratives of the New Normal

12 Nov.
WR 115 Summary / Response 3 Complete draft due in class for peer review
14 Nov.
WR 115 Summary / Response 3 Final Draft due by end of class
16 Nov.
Online Class: WR 121 Assignment due by 4pm


Week 9: Rebuilding, Revising, Reflecting

19 Nov.
Extended Workshop of WR 121 Essay 3 rough drafts
21 Nov.
Online Class: WR 121 Essay 3 final draft due by 4pm
23 Nov. 
Thanksgiving Break: No Class Meeting
Week 10: Review and Final Exam Prep
26 Nov.
WR 115 Essay 2 in class

28 Nov.
Final Exam Prep Day

30 Nov.
Individual catch-up and exam prep day. No class meeting.
Finals Week: Success!

Monday 
Final Exam Part 1: 12:00-12:50pm, Location TBA – Bring two Green Books

Tuesday
Final Exam Part 2: 11:30am-12:20pm, Location TBA

For detailed information on the WR 121 final exam see the description in the syllabus above and visit:   https://www.linnbenton.edu/current-students/student-support/instructional-departments/english/writing/about-the-wr121-final  Make sure to click on the links on the left hand side of the webpage for information on model essays, and strategies for success.

